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Welcome
Wydale, the retreat house for the Diocese of York, seeks to be ‘a prayerful 
community, renewing the Church’s mission’. We long to see people, of all 
ages and from all backgrounds, encountering Jesus, being renewed by his 
spirit and growing in his love. We have put together the 2018 programme of 
events to provide opportunities for anyone, regardless of age or position, to 
come together around themes of common interest. 

The programme seeks to complement the great work taking place in churches 
across the Diocese, and that of the York Diocesan Training Team, by providing 
events to which anyone is welcome. These events are put on by Wydale and 
facilitated by experienced people, both ordained and lay, who are each part 
of the Wydale community in a variety of ways. We are exceptionally grateful to 
those who contribute their time, wisdom and experience to the programme 
voluntarily. 

In this brochure there are details of what we have planned for 2018. Some 
events are day-long, some overnight and others are several days in length. 
Some of the events are designed for learning, some for prayer and reflection 
and others a combination of these. There are a few shorter events too, 
designed to fit more comfortably around a working week. 

You will see that each of our events has details about the cost. While we would 
love to offer our events free of charge this is not usually possible. However, if 
you would like to participate in one of our events but find the price prohibitive, 
do please talk to us about this.  

It may be that there are extra events which are added during the year, so keep 
your eyes on our website (wydale.org) and look out for further bulletins. You 
can join our email mailing list on the website, or email 
admin@wydale.org and we’ll put you on. 
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Generous Churches, 
Making & Nurturing Disciples
The Diocese of York has developed a vision, providing a focus on how we 
work out God’s mission in our Diocese, of ‘Generous Churches, Making 
and Nurturing Disciples’. It’s not a new initiative, but simply an expression 
of growing and working together.  ‘Growing’ is acknowledged to be multi-
dimensional, and is to be seen by five different marks:

Christ-likeness: Becoming like Christ is the fundamental call of Christian 
discipleship. It is not always easy to assess, but we often recognise the flavour 
of a life becoming Godlier. Worship and prayer is a key element of this.

Commitment: Commitment has several features, including commitment to 
Christ, to seeking God’s kingdom and to Christ’s body, the Church. Measuring 
this might be in terms of those engaged in nurture courses, baptisms and 
confirmations, vocations to lay and ordained ministries, and stewardship.

Partnership: Partnership is about working with other people, churches, 
schools, community groups, and other organizations for the common good, 
peace and justice. It’s about loving our neighbours as ourselves, locally, 
nationally and globally.

Influence: As disciples we are called to be salt and light to the whole world, 
and to reflect God’s light into dark corners. We look to influence attitudes and 
behaviours in our communities and wider society.

Numbers: Jesus’ last recorded command was to make disciples. We must 
be bold in our aims to increase the number of people associated with our 
churches, as worshippers and disciples. If a church is growing in numbers, it is 
often because it is focusing on other Marks of Growing. Increasing numbers 
is often a sign of spiritual health and certainly increases the Church’s potential 
and capacity to do God’s work.
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This vision has been developed through consultation across the Diocese, 
where the commitment has been articulated to build up the strength and 
effectiveness of clergy leadership and to deepen and widen lay ministry. 
There are three goals which have been clearly expressed: 

•  To reach those we currently don’t
•  To move to growth
•  To establish sustainable finances
 
As the Diocesan retreat house, we have created our programme to provide 
opportunities for everyone – lay and ordained, in recognised positions or not 
– with the opportunity to explore ways of deepening their relationship with 
others and with God.  Our prayer is that anyone may find in the programme 
events which will help them to be more effective in their ministry to reach 
those currently unreached, move to growth and to bring God into every part 
of their lives. 

For more information about the Diocesan vision, visit
dioceseofyork.org.uk/making-and-nurturing-disciples

Wydale and the Diocese of York
Wydale Hall is not only owned by the Diocese of York, but is a part of it. As you 
look through this programme, you will see that each of the events relates to 
one (or more) of the five marks of growing as outlined above. As individuals 
and as churches, you are invited to participate in our programme as part of 
the way you are moving forward in God’s purpose for your life.
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About the community
The Wydale community is an expanding family. Mark Rance, the general 
manager, and his wife Diana live on site, as does Helen Lawrence (assistant 
manager). Day to day, and assisted by other staff members and regular 
volunteers, they keep the hall running. As well as being the general manager 
of Wydale, Mark is a qualified mediator and experienced church administrator 
and is happy to offer his skills and experience to any who would find that useful. 
Helen Lawrence is an accredited Myers Briggs Type Indicator practitioner and 
qualified personal development coach and will also happily offer those skills 
as and when required.  They both participate in Diocesan activities: Mark as a 
Curacy Companion and Helen as a member of the Vocations team. 

The Wydale Oversight and Support Group is a sub-committee of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, chaired by Bishop Graham Cray. This group provides vision 
and direction – as well as prayer and pastoral support – for Wydale Hall.

Friends of Wydale
The Friends of Wydale are a group of people who are supporters of our work 
and ministry here. Many of the Friends have been coming to Wydale for many 
years and have been involved in different ways over that time.   Some are 
local, many live all over the country and indeed all over the world. Some are 
able to visit Wydale regularly, others are in a position where they can only be 
involved from afar. But they share in common a desire to be part of what God 
is doing at Wydale, to pray for us and to give financially to God’s work through 
Wydale.  

We are always looking for new members of the Wydale Friends.  If you think 
this might be of interest to you, please do contact us.
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The Facilities
Wydale Hall is an 18th Century country house set in 14 acres of woodlands 
and gardens on the edge of the North York Moors National Park. The Hall 
is close to the Yorkshire Coast with many picturesque towns and villages 
nearby; and the historic city of York is under an hour’s drive away. We can 
accommodate up to 60 guests in the Hall in 29 en-suite bedrooms, including 
one on the ground floor which has been adapted for wheelchair users. There 
are two large meeting spaces - the Large Chapel and the Conference Room - 
a dining room where up to 70 people can be seated and as well as the more 
relaxing spaces of the Library and Hall. The upstairs conference room can be 
used for smaller meetings; we also have The Snug, which is ideal for meetings 
of up to four people, or for one to one conversations.

The Emmaus Centre provides self-catering accommodation for up to 50 
people. The bedrooms here are dormitory style, with rooms of 4-17 beds – 
the largest of which is partitioned. Four rooms are adapted for those with 
physical disabilities, two of which have en-suite wet rooms. A fully-equipped 
kitchen and dining area makes self-catering straightforward for groups, and 
spacious recreation room provides a good location for games and group 
activities, a variety of games and books as well as a large TV and DVD player. 
Both the Hall and Emmaus Centre have free wi-fi throughout. An all-weather 
sports pitch, children’s play area and football pitch are all available, as is a 
table tennis table in a dedicated space. 

The grounds boast a several lawns and flowerbeds, the walled garden with 
its prayer labyrinth and summerhouse, and a number of benches from which 
you can sit and enjoy the peace and the views and, installed in 2016, our 
woodland hideaway, “The Bothy” and the atmospheric outside chapel in the 
woods. A pitch and putt course is permanently laid out at the front of the Hall 
and a croquet set is available on request.

In addition to the programme of events put on by Wydale, the Hall and the 
Emmaus Centre are available for private bookings, either for group events or 
individual stays. 

Whether you are looking to relax and get away from it all, organise a meeting, 
away day or residential, Wydale Hall is an inspirational and peaceful place to 
visit. 
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Walking near Wydale
There are a number of great walks within reach of Wydale which many of our 
guests enjoy. We advise strong shoes at most times of the year as many of the 
paths can tend to become rather muddy! We are delighted to recommend 
our neighbour Dave Whitecross as a local guide – should you decide you 
would like to have a good walk and leave the planning to someone else! Dave 
is an experienced guide and qualified leader who is happy to lead anything 
from a gentle stroll taking in a tea-room on the way to a more serious hike; 
and he can be contacted directly on walkingdavewhitecross@gmail.com 
or 01723 859386 – tell him we sent you!
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2018 Programme Overview

January
SATURDAY 6TH   A BRIGHT GUIDING STAR
SUNDAY 21ST -  INDIVIDUAL GUIDED RETREATS
THURSDAY 25TH

February
TUESDAY 6TH   WORKING TOGETHER 1: EFFECTIVE TEAMWORK
TUESDAY 13TH   THE BIBLE IN A DAY
FRIDAY 23RD -  THE ENNEAGRAM
SUNDAY 25TH

Lenten Quiet Days
FEBRUARY 14TH, 21ST, 28TH, MARCH 7TH, 14TH, 21ST, 28TH

March
TUESDAY 6TH   A JOURNEY THROUGH JOHN’S PASSION   
   NARRATIVE
WEDNESDAY 21ST GETTING STARTED WITH PRAYER SPACES   
   IN SCHOOLS
THURSDAY 22ND SPRING RENEWAL DAY
MONDAY 26TH -  WYDALE AT EASTER
SUNDAY 1ST APRIL

April
TUESDAY 24TH   THE BIRDS OF WYDALE

May
THURSDAY 10TH  WORKING TOGETHER 2: COLLABORATIVE   
   PROJECTS
TUESDAY 15TH  THE MEANING OF PENTECOST
THURSDAY 17TH  FAITH-FILLED WRITING

June
THURSDAY 7TH   STRENGTH & FRAGILITY: HOW DOES GOD   
   RELATE TO US AT ALL STAGES OF LIFE?
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July
SUNDAY 1ST   WYDALE AT HOME
THURSDAY 5TH  SUMMER RENEWAL DAY
MONDAY 23RD -  SUMMER GETAWAY
FRIDAY 27TH

August
TUESDAY 7TH -  RETREAT & REPAIR
SUNDAY 12TH

SUNDAY 19TH -  INDIVIDUAL GUIDED RETREATS
THURSDAY 23RD

September
MONDAY 10TH -  CARM: PRAYER & PAINTING
FRIDAY 14TH

October
MONDAY 1ST -  AUTUMN GETAWAY
FRIDAY 5TH

TUESDAY 2ND  WORKING TOGETHER 3: WORKING UNDER   
   PRESSURE
THURSDAY 4TH  AUTUMN RENEWAL DAY
SATURDAY 20TH  UNDERSTANDING YOURSELF & OTHERS

November
THURSDAY 1ST  DISCERNING LEADERSHIP: PUTTING GOD BACK  
   AT THE HEART OF MISSION
TUESDAY 13TH  EXPLORING THE SACRAMENTS

December
SATURDAY 1ST -  WYDALE DOES THE 1940S
SUNDAY 2ND

MONDAY 24TH -  WYDALE AT CHRISTMAS
THURSDAY 27TH
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A Bright Guiding Star
Date: Saturday 06 January 2018

Timings: Arrive 9:45am; Depart 4pm

Details: Start 2018 with a quiet day for Epiphany exploring what the 
Wise Men, their journey, the gifts they bring and their encounter with 
the Christ Child teach us. 

A new year brings new hope, new possibilities and new beginnings – 
so is there a path or direction you need to take?  Who or what is your 
guiding star? What gifts do you bring and how do you use them?   A 
day to be renewed and refreshed for the New Year journey. 

Led by Fiona Fidgin, a member of the Iona Community who works 
for the Discipleship and Ministries Learning Network of the Methodist 
Church. 

Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments

---------------
“There is peace, Spirituality and a beautiful presence – 
inside and out!”
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Individual Guided Retreats
Date: Sunday 21 – Thursday 25 January 2018

Timings: Arrive Sunday 5pm; Depart Thursday 10am

Many people come to Wydale on individual retreats throughout the 
year; however it is rare that we are able to have the house in silence. 
By popular request, we have included this dedicated space in the 
programme where individuals may come, receive guidance from 
experienced spiritual directors and meet with God in the stillness. 

Susan Collier is an Anglican priest whose time is mainly spent in 
spiritual accompaniment and spirituality. Previously she worked as a 
hospice doctor. Lynn Grove is an Anglican priest, formerly a GP with 
a special interest in psychiatry, who now works mainly in spiritual 
accompaniment and retreat giving. Andrew De Smet is the Archbishop 
of York’s Adviser in Pastoral Care, an Anglican priest, spiritual director, 
counsellor/psychotherapist and a mediator.  He enjoys art, nature and 
music and paints icons.

Led by Revs Lynn Grove, Andrew De Smet and Susan Collier
Cost: £262 to include full board and daily spiritual direction
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Working Together 1: 
Effective Teamworking
Date: Tuesday 6 February 2018

Timings: Arrive 9:45am – Depart 4pm

Many churches across the Diocese rely on dedicated teams of people 
working together, often in trying circumstances. Taking some time out 
together can provide valuable opportunities to enrich and enhance 
this experience. In 2018, Wydale is offering opportunities for teams 
of people who work together to come away from their everyday 
circumstances and to look together at different themes related to 
collaborative working. 

Supported by the Diocesan Training Team, and particularly useful for 
benefice/parish LYCIG leadership teams, the vision for these days is to 
have a number of different teams from across the Diocese exploring 
team values and practices.  There will be time for your team to work 
together as well as opportunities for you to meet other people and 
discuss the issues of team more generally.  Mark and Helen will run 
these days together, combining Mark’s experience of working on a 
church team with Helen’s background as a personal development 
consultant, with the aim of providing useful and enjoyable days for 
your team. The first of these days will focus on teamworking – looking 
at the theory and practice of working with people who, strange as it 
seems, don’t appear to approach things in the way that we do…

Led by Helen Lawrence and Mark Rance
Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments. If your team consists of 
more than four people, talk to us about a discounted group rate.
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The Bible in a Day
Date: Tuesday 13 February 2018

Timings: Arrive 9:45AM - Depart 4pm

Details: The Bible contains many themes and many stories. It’s easy to 
dip in and out; and in doing this we benefit from the depth in small 
passages. But do we miss out on the bigger picture? This day with 
experienced theological teacher and priest Greg Hoyland offers the 
opportunity to appreciate the Bible as a whole, rather than the sum of 
the parts. 

Led by Greg Hoyland

Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments

---------------
“There is an atmosphere of peace offered by the community”
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The Enneagram
Date: Friday-Sunday 23-25 February 2018  
Timings: Arrive 4pm Fri - Depart 2pm Sun

Details: The Enneagram is old. It has roots in several wisdom traditions, 
including Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. Seven of the nine Enneagram 
types are associated with the “capital” or “deadly” sins which originated 
with the Desert Fathers. But it was not until the late 1960s that Oscar 
Ichazo began teaching the Enneagram as we know it today. From 
Ichazo’s school in South America, a group of Jesuits learned the system 
and brought it back with them to the United States. The Enneagram 
gained popularity as a tool within spiritual direction. Today it is widely 
taught as a way of understanding personality, addiction, relationships, 
and vocation. The Enneagram is not a strict law or code. Its categories 
are not meant to bind or restrict you to a certain way of being and 
living. People who know the Enneagram in a superficial way think it’s 
about putting people into boxes, but it actually works to free people 
from their self-created boxes. This weekend will enable you to explore 
the Enneagram for yourself in a context of prayerful reflection.

Led by Andrew De Smet
Cost: £145 to include full bed & board as well as space for teaching, 
discussion and exploration

A Journey Through John’s Passion 
Narrative – John 18-20 
Date: Tuesday 6 March 2018  
Timings: Arrive 9:45am - Depart 4pm

Some churches read a complete gospel passion narrative as part 
of their Good Friday observance, but even this does not allow any 
close study of the text. Devotional services at the cross can allow a 
more detailed reflection, but their purpose is more meditative. John 
provides a distinctive account of the passion of Jesus. His account of 
the trial comes within a wider theme of the whole world being on trial 
before God’s Son. The study day provides an opportunity to engage 
with the text at a deeper level.

Led by Bishop Graham Cray
Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments
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Lenten Quiet Days: 
Encountering Jesus in Lent
For 2018, Wydale will build on the 2017 pattern of quiet days 
during Lent. Starting on Ash Wednesday and then each Wednesday 
throughout Lent, there will be a series of day-long quiet days. There 
will be some which are guided and others which will be self-directed, 
but each week there will be opportunity for you to take some time out 
and to reflect, and to meet with Jesus.  
 
Each day will begin at 9:45am, include a celebration of the Eucharist 
and lunch, and will finish by 4pm.  

Cost: £12 for guided quiet days; £5 for individual reflection days.

Ash 
Wednesday 14/02/18

Holy Communion & 
Ashes

Lent 1 21/02/18 Quiet Day Sam Rushton

Lent 2 28/02/18
Holy Communion -
space for quiet reflection

Lent 3 07/03/18
Quiet Day &
Holy Communion

Jackie Cray

Lent 4 14/03/18
Holy Communion -
space for quiet reflection

Lent 5 21/03/18
Quiet Day &
Holy Communion

Angela Bailey

Lent 6 28/03/18
See ‘Easter at Wydale’ 
Programme
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Spring Renewal Day
Date: Thursday 22 March 2018

Timings: Arrive 10:30am; Depart 3:30pm

Details: Renewal Days are opportunities for people to come to Wydale 
and spend a day worshipping, receiving quality Bible teaching, praying 
and being prayed for.  

 The days are free of charge and refreshments are provided – donations 
are welcome but not required. 

Leader to be announced

Cost: No charge, but donations for lunch welcome

---------------
“Wydale is a place of sending out. It has a ‘mission 
mandate’, you can feel it”
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Getting Started with
Prayer Spaces in Schools
Date: Wednesday 21 March 2018

Timings: Arrive 6:15pm for dinner or 7:15pm for event only - 
Depart 9.30pm 

Children and young people are innately curious about life. Prayer 
Spaces in Schools enable children and young people, of all faiths and 
none, to explore life questions, spirituality and faith in a safe, creative 
and interactive way. Taking a broadly Christian perspective as a starting 
point, prayer spaces give children and young people an opportunity to 
develop skills of personal reflection and to explore prayer in an open, 
inclusive and safe environment. The approach does not proselytise 
and purposely allows pupils to make their own meaning and to draw 
their own conclusions.

Since 2008 more than 1500 prayer spaces have taken place in primary 
and secondary schools around the UK and internationally. If you’d like 
to know how to get started with prayer spaces in your local schools, 
and you’re keen to meet with others who are running prayer spaces 
around the region, then come and join with us. The evening will include 
practical how-to-get-started training, stories from local and national 
prayer spaces, plenty of time for questions, and some example prayer 
activities to try out. Who is it for? Anyone interested in hosting prayer 
spaces in their local schools.

Led by Olivia Seymour, Education Adviser for the York Diocese and 
regional networker for Prayer Spaces in School

Cost: £15 to include an evening meal or £5 for the event only
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Wydale at Easter
Date: Monday 26 March - Sunday 1 April 2018

Details: Come and celebrate Easter with us for as much or as little time 
as you can! 

Building on 2017’s In the Shadow of the Cross, we are planning an 
expansion of the prayer walk around the grounds to include specifically 
designed activities for younger visitors, themed days and space to fully 
experience Easter with the community at Wydale. 

Whether you would like to come and simply walk the prayer journey 
which will be available all week, have a quiet day or come and stay for 
a couple of days or the whole week, contact us to let us know what 
would fit in with you and we’ll make that happen. 

Led by The Wydale Community

Daily Themes
Monday:  Anointing for the Journey.  Evening session only
Tuesday:   Counter-culture: Your Kingdom Come
Wednesday: Thirty Pieces of Silver 
Thursday: Love and Remembrance versus Denial and Rejection
Friday:  The Way to Golgotha
Saturday: Hope
Sunday: Darkness defeated and Eden restored! 

Costs: 
In the Shadow of the Cross Prayer walk: free of charge – no need to 
book, just call at the Hall on arrival for a booklet. Available 10am – 4pm 
daily from Tuesday – Saturday.

Part-day: to include either morning coffee & lunch, or evening meal & 
an evening session - £15 

One day: to include refreshments throughout the day, lunch, use of 
the Hall as a quiet space and participation in the day’s events - £25

Accommodation: to include full board, use of the Hall, participation in 
all events £71/24 hours

Five-night break: 11am Thursday 29 March - 10am Tuesday 3 April 
2018:  £325
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The Birds of Wydale
Date: Tuesday 24 April 2018

Timings: Arrive 9:45am - Depart 4pm

Details: Birds are a fascinating part of God’s creation and Wydale 
is blessed with many different kinds. Come for a relaxing day in the 
open air listening for and identifying the birds and wild flowers around 
Wydale when the summer visitors are just arriving.  This day would be 
particularly good for anyone who would like to name some of the birds 
they regularly see and hear. No experience of bird-watching needed. 
Borrow a pair of binoculars if you can. Bob is a life long naturalist and 
retired clergyman. He was delighted to see 100 Waxwings in his street 
in Leeds last winter!

Led by Bob Powley

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments. Check the weather 
forecast and dress appropriately!

---------------
“I have been able to draw near to God.  There are so many 
places to enjoy and reflect.  The guidance and prayer ministry 
from the staff has been amazing.”
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Working Together 2: Collaborative Projects
Date: Thursday 10 May 2017

Timings: Arrive 9:45am – Depart 4pm

Many churches across the Diocese rely on dedicated teams of people 
working together, often in trying circumstances. Taking some time out 
together can provide valuable opportunities to enrich and enhance 
this experience. In 2018, Wydale is offering opportunities for teams 
of people who work together to come away from their everyday 
circumstances and to look together at different themes related to 
collaborative working. 

Supported by the Diocesan Training Team, and particularly useful for 
benefice/parish LYCIG leadership teams, the vision for these days is to 
have a number of different teams from across the Diocese exploring 
team values and practices. Mark and Helen will run these days 
together, combining Mark’s experience of working on a church team 
with Helen’s background as a personal development consultant, with 
the aim of providing useful and enjoyable days for your team. 

The second of these days will focus on planning and executing 
particular projects or events, with practical hints and tips to enhance 
communication and assist in timely completion of both long and short 
term projects. 

Led by Helen Lawrence and Mark Rance

Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments. If your team consists of 
more than four people, talk to us about a group rate.
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The Meaning of Pentecost – Acts 1-2
Date: Tuesday 15 May 2018

Timings: Arrive 9.45am - Depart 4pm

Pentecost is the neglected festival in many churches. The events of 
the Day of Pentecost are, simultaneously, unique and provide the 
pattern for all of the Church’s engagement with the Holy Spirit. The 
Acts account establishes crucial themes for the life and witness of the 
church today. This study day provides the necessary time to explore 
these themes at greater depth and apply them.   

Led by Bishop Graham Cray

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments.

Faith-filled Writing
Date: Thursday 17 May 2018

Timings: Arrive 9:45am - Depart 4pm

It wasn’t long after Jesus’ resurrection that his followers decided to 
write down the events of his life and their experience of relationship 
with him.  Since then, over millennia, people have been writing in order 
to gain, or to give understanding about their faith in God, as well as 
writing about doubt and all places in-between.

Some write for an audience, with the aim of publication but a larger 
majority write for themselves, maybe sharing with one or two close 
friends, finding it an invaluable aid in their journey of faith. During 
this day we will make time to explore how writing can deepen our 
understanding of our relationship with God, self and others.  

It will not only be about writing but also about listening to ourselves 
and to God.  We will aim to discover how we can tap-into and explore 
your own experiences and story, faith and doubt and to put that into 
writing – be that single words, poetry, prose etc… 
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There will also be space to share what you have written, if you choose 
to. This day would be of benefit for those who have not written before 
but would like to explore how it might become a part of their faith 
journey. It would also be suitable for those who do write already and 
would like space to make time to write and share their writing with 
others.

Adelaide has experience in leading quiet days and leading/co-leading 
courses about ways of praying.  She has, in the past, been a part of the 
team facilitating RPA courses, especially the Christian listening module 
and has completed the Wydale Spiritual Director course.  She is the 
author of A Hope and A Future and God’s Dream.

Led by Adelaide Morley

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Strength and Fragility: How does God 
relate with us at all stages of our lives?
Date: Thursday 7 June 2018

Timings: Arrive 9.45am - Depart 4pm

Details: A Quiet Day in which we can reflect on God’s help in our lives 
in good times and in hard times.  We will look for God’s word for us in 
the Bible, in prayer and in the Eucharist in the beautiful surroundings 
of Wydale. This day would particularly benefit those people who need 
time out to be quiet, to relax and pray. 

Kate is Assistant Priest in the Woldsburn Benefice and supports people 
finding their direction in life through Spiritual Companionship.  She 
works with the Diocesan Vocations Adviser, helping people going 
forwards to test their vocation to Ordained Ministry.  She lives in 
Beverley with her husband Ray, a botanist, and they delight in four 
grown children and five grandchildren.

Led by Revd Canon Kate Goulder
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Wydale at Home 
Date: Sunday 1 July 2018 

Timings: 2pm – 5pm

No particular content, just a chance for you to drop in and visit us! 
There will be tea, cake and a warm welcome for anyone who would 
like to come and have a look around or investigate what we are doing. 
We’ve put in a request for a sunny afternoon, so come and sit in our 
garden and let us welcome you into our community.

Free of charge – donations for refreshments welcome but not required

Summer Renewal Day
Date: Thursday 5 July 2018

Timings: Arrive 10:30am - Depart 3:30pm

Renewal days are opportunities for people to come to Wydale and 
spend a day worshipping, receiving quality Bible teaching, praying 
and being prayed for.  

 The days are free of charge and refreshments are provided – donations 
are welcome but not required. 

Leader to be announced

Cost: no charge but donations for lunch welcome
---------------
“Thank you for hosting us for our group weekend away! 
You hospitality and friendliness has been amazing.”
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Summer Getaway
Date: Monday 23 – Friday 27 July 2018

Timings: Arrive 11am Monday - Depart 10am Friday.

Details: What better place to spend a short summer break than at 
Wydale? With a choice of beaches within easy reach (including Whitby 
and Scarborough), as well as the delights of the North York Moors and 
all we have on site, Wydale makes an ideal spot for a UK holiday.

Cost: £280 fully inclusive – we’ll do packed lunches if you’d like to go 
out for the day.

---------------
“Accommodation, staff, food all well above average for a 
conference centre”
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Retreat & Repair
Date: Tuesday 7 – Sunday 12 August 2018

Timings: Arrive 4pm Tuesday - Depart 2pm Sunday

Details: This is a rather special kind of retreat. With a rhythm of prayer 
and worship that undergirds the whole event, the emphasis is on 
building our community and repairing the community’s home! We ask 
those who join us to work (decorating, gardening, cleaning or other 
maintenance roles) for at least three hours each morning, and to enjoy 
Wydale, North Yorkshire and each other’s company for the rest of the 
day. 

Cost: Free of charge, though we ask for a £50 donation towards the 
cost of food if possible. Full board provided. 
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Individual Guided Retreats
Date: Sunday 19 – Thursday 23 August 2018

Timings: Arrive Sunday 5pm - Depart Thursday 10am

Many people come to Wydale on individual retreats throughout the 
year; however it is rare that we are able to have the house in silence. 
By popular request, we have included this dedicated space in the 
programme where individuals may come, receive guidance from 
experienced spiritual directors and meet with God in the stillness. 

Susan Collier is an Anglican priest whose time is mainly spent in 
spiritual accompaniment and spirituality. Previously she worked as a 
hospice doctor. 

Lynn Grove is an Anglican priest, formerly a GP with a special interest 
in psychiatry, who now works mainly in spiritual accompaniment and 
retreat giving. 

Andrew De Smet is the Archbishop of York’s Adviser in Pastoral Care, 
an Anglican priest, spiritual director, counsellor/psychotherapist and a 
mediator.  He enjoys art, nature and music and paints icons.

Led by Revs Lynn Grove, Andrew De Smet and Susan Collier 

Cost: £262 to include full board and daily spiritual direction
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CARM: Prayer and Painting 
Date: Monday 10 – Friday 14 September 2018

Timings: Arrive 3pm Monday - Depart 10am Friday

Details: Following our initial Exploring Creativity and Prayer retreat 
in the autumn of 2017, we are delighted to continue our partnership 
with the Creativity Arts Retreats Movement (CARM) with this painting 
retreat. Space to reflect, pray and worship and time to be creative. 
Each day there will be silence, worship together, a meditation from 
the chaplain and plenty of time to paint.  Help and encouragement is 
given to everyone, beginner or experienced painter alike.  No previous 
painting experience is necessary and all that is needed is a willingness 
to be open and to explore how our creativity can be a vehicle through 
which God can speak to us.

Martin has worked for many years as a freelance book illustrator and 
artist using a wide variety of media. He has also taught illustration 
and drawing at two different art colleges and has been a tutor with 
CARM since 2000. He welcomes retreatants of all abilities (including 
those who feel they have none!) and aims to assist each take further 
steps of progress along their individual creative journey with a mix 
of instruction, enthusiasm, and encouragement. Martin has lived in 
Norfolk since 2003 where he delights in the sight of wide skies, secret 
reedy places, and the unparalleled multiplicity of medieval church 
towers. 

Christine was the Director of Adult Education for a diocese prior to 
her retirement. She is a published author and watercolour artist who 
has exhibited in the UK and in the USA. Christine is also experienced 
in the use of other media including pastels and acrylics. She is an 
experienced spiritual director and retreat giver.

Led by Martin Cottam and Christine Dodd

Cost: £330 to include full board and tuition
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Autumn Getaway
Date: Monday 1 – Friday 5 October 2018

Timings: Arrive 11am Monday - Depart 10am Friday

Details: Wydale is always beautiful! The changing colours of autumn 
make it particularly spectacular. Come and spend a few days of 
relaxation in the company of others, enjoying the last of the sunshine 
and the colours of the Wydale trees. 

Cost: £280 fully inclusive – we’ll do packed lunches if you’d like to go 
out for the day. 
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Working Together 3:  
Working under pressure
Date: Wednesday 2 October 2018

Timings: Arrive 9:45am – Depart 4pm

Many churches across the Diocese rely on dedicated teams of people 
working together, often in trying circumstances. Taking some time out 
together can provide valuable opportunities to enrich and enhance 
this experience. In 2018, Wydale is offering opportunities for teams 
of people who work together to come away from their everyday 
circumstances and to look together at different themes related to 
collaborative working. 

Supported by the Diocesan Training Team, and particularly useful for 
benefice/parish LYCIG leadership teams, the vision for these days is to 
have a number of different teams from across the Diocese exploring 
team values and practices.

Mark and Helen will run these days together, combining Mark’s 
experience of working on a church team with Helen’s background as 
a personal development consultant, with the aim of providing useful 
and enjoyable days for your team. 

The third of these days will focus on working together when the 
pressure is on and things look like they might start to go wrong…and 
when they actually do!

Led by Helen Lawrence and Mark Rance

Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments. If your team consists of 
more than four people, talk to us about a group rate.

---------------
“Once again it has been a wonderful Spiritual experience 
with the Lord in this beautiful place.”
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Autumn Renewal Day
Date: Thursday 4 October 2018

Timings: Arrive 10:30am - Depart 3:30pm

Details: Renewal days are opportunities for people to come to Wydale 
and spend a day worshipping, receiving quality Bible teaching, praying 
and being prayed for. 
 
The days are free of charge and refreshments are provided – donations 
are welcome but not required. 

Led by Sarah Bullock, Archdeacon of York

Cost: no charge but donations for lunch welcome

Understanding yourself and others
Date: Saturday 20 October 2018

Timings: Arrive 9:45 - Depart 4pm

Details: Ever found yourself wondering if the person you are 
communicating with is actually from another planet? The Myers Briggs 
Type Indicator is a tool which can be used to examine the way that we 
function – how we relate to the outside world, what kind of information 
we process first, how we make decisions and how we like to run our 
lives. By exploring our own preferences, we can develop a language 
by which we can discuss these preferences with others and perhaps 
communicate a little more effectively. 

Helen trained as a MBTI practitioner in 2005 and has used it since in 
a variety of contexts, with researchers, small businesses, an adapted 
form with teenagers, and with a range of folk wanting to explore the 
relationship between their personality and the way they relate to 
others and to God. A former training and development consultant, 
Helen now assists Mark in running Wydale. 

Led by Helen Lawrence

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Discerning Leadership - 
Putting God back at the heart of mission
Date: Thursday 1 November 2018

Timings: Arrive 9:45am - Depart 4pm

We live in changing and unpredictable times, when many tried and 
trusted approaches to mission are no longer effective, and where 
fruitful work in one place is not necessarily fruitful in another.  This 
places discernment at the heart of leadership in mission. This study day 
on the nature and practice of discernment is based on the conviction 
that the Holy Spirit is the active local leader of the mission of the 
church, and human leaders must develop the capacity to discern and 
cooperate with his presence.

Led by Bishop Graham Cray

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments



36

Exploring the Sacraments
Date: Tuesday 13 November 2018

Timings: Arrive 9:45am - Depart 4pm

Details: Bishop Glyn is looking forward to leading a day in which we 
will explore the importance of the Church’s Sacramental life.  

Together with the Word of God, the Sacraments are God’s gifts to His 
Church, whereby we receive His grace, renewal, refreshment, healing 
reconciliation and so much more, thereby enabling us as disciples of 
Christ to take our place in the world and faithfully live out our lives in 
His service.

The Right Reverend Glyn Webster has been ordained for 40 years.  
Formerly a Parish Priest, Hospital Chaplain and Residentiary Canon at 
York Minster. He has been the Bishop of Beverley since 2013.

Led by Bishop Glyn Webster
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Wydale does the 1940s
Date: Saturday 1 - Sunday 2 December 2018

Timings: Arrive 3pm Saturday - Depart 11am Sunday

Details: Wydale has a diverse history. Having been a hospital in the 
Great War and an army base housing soldiers and Italian prisoners of 
war in the Second World War.  In the 1950s the Hall was leased to the 
nuns of the Order of the Holy Paraclete. This event is set in between 
these latter two uses – the soldiers and prisoners have gone, the nuns 
are yet to arrive and Wydale Hall will, in the spirit of the 1940s, host a 
party. Come in suitable attire for afternoon tea, enjoy a carefree dinner 
(subject to the restrictions of continued rationing, of course) and spend 
the night at Wydale to a soundtrack of swing and jazz. 

Cost: £75 to include ration books, identity cards and full board. 

Christmas Meals!
Would you like to come to Wydale for a Christmas meal? For several 
years Wydale has provided a comfortable and different venue for 
groups of 2-100 to come to enjoy a festive meal together either at 
lunchtime or in the evening. A menu will be published in the early 
autumn and we are happy to take bookings for any time between 3-21 
December 2018. 

Cost: £18 per person



38

Wydale at Christmas
24 – 27 December 2018

Timings: Arrive 12pm Christmas Eve -
Depart after breakfast 27th December

We would love to have you come and spend 
Christmas with us at Wydale! Over the last few 
years the community has enjoyed opening 
Wydale at Christmas and celebrating this 
wonderful time of year with guests who have 
come as individuals or with their nearest and 
dearest. With all the traditional trimmings, the 
Hall will look splendid, feel cosy and be filled 
with the joy of Emmanuel, God with us, as we 
celebrate together in a family atmosphere.

Cost: £225/person fully inclusive of bed, 
food and festive treats

---------------
“Wydale has been the place where 
many of my personal spiritual 
renewals have taken place. The staff 
are fantastic, the food is wonderful and 
the sense of peace there is unmatched. 
I can’t wait for my next visit. I praise 
God for who you are and all you do!”
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Facilities at a glance
Wydale Hall
----------
• 29 en-suite rooms
• Meeting rooms
• Conference facilities
• Free wifi
• Full-board, half-board, meals & refreshments
• Inclusive rates
• Fully licensed bar
• Gift stall & tuck shop
• Keyboard & piano

Emmaus Centre
----------
• Fully equipped kitchen
• Large dining area
• Meeting room
• Free wifi
• Colour TV & DVD Player
• Tabel tennis room & Board games
• All-weather sports pitch
• Grass football pitch
• Sleeping accommodation for up to 50

Outside
----------
• 14 acres of gardens and woodland
• Woodland chapel
• ‘The Bothy’ woodland hideaway
• Prayer labyrinth
• Children’s play area
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Price list 2018
Wydale Hall
----------
Full board (24 hours)       £71.00
Full day (coffee, lunch, afternoon tea)   £28.00
Half day (coffee & lunch, or lunch & afternoon tea)  £21.50
Dinner only       £15.00
Lunch only       £11.50
Weekend (Friday evening – Sunday afternoon)  £148.00
Bed & Breakfast (per night)     £39.50
Dinner, Bed & Breakfast (per night)    £53.00

Emmaus Centre
----------
24 hours       £16.50
Full weekend       £32.00
7 days        £89.00

NB: All our prices are per person and have been revised from 2017. These prices are 
for our standard offerings; if you would like a bespoke package to better meet your or 
your group’s needs, just contact us. 



44


