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Welcome
Wydale, the retreat house of the Diocese of York, seeks to be ‘a prayerful 
community, renewing the Church’s mission’. We long to see people, of all ages 
and from all backgrounds, encountering Jesus, being renewed by his spirit and 
growing in his love. We have put together the 2019 programme of events to 
provide opportunities for everyone, regardless of age or position, to come 
together around themes of common interest. 

The programme seeks to complement the great work taking place in churches 
across the Diocese, and that of the York Diocesan Training Team, by providing 
events to which anyone is welcome. These events are put on by Wydale and 
facilitated by experienced people, both ordained and lay, who are each part 
of the Wydale community in a variety of ways. We are exceptionally grateful 
to those who contribute their time, wisdom and experience to the programme 
voluntarily. 

In this brochure there are details of what we have planned for 2019. Some 
events are short, a morning, afternoon or evening. Others are day-long, 
some overnight and others are several days in length. Some of the events are 
designed for learning, some for prayer and reflection and others a combination 
of these. There are even a couple which are just for fun
.
You will see that each of our events has details about the cost. While we would 
love to offer our events free of charge this is not usually possible. However, 
if you would like to participate in one of our events but find the price 
prohibitive, do please talk to us about this.  

It may be that there are extra events which are added during the year, so keep 
your eyes on our website (www.wydale.org) and look out for further bulletins. 
You can join our email mailing list by going to http://eepurl.com/dojd3D and 
following the instructions.
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Generous Churches, 
Making & Nurturing Disciples
The Diocese of York has developed a vision, providing a focus on how we 
work out God’s mission in our Diocese, of ‘Generous Churches, Making and 
Nurturing Disciples’. It’s not a new initiative, but simply an expression of 
growing and working together.

This vision has been developed through consultation across the Diocese, 
where the commitment has been articulated to build up the strength and 
effectiveness of clergy leadership and to deepen and widen lay ministry. There 
are three goals which have been adopted: 

• To reach those we currently don’t
• To move to growth
• To establish sustainable finances

 As the diocesan retreat house, we have created our programme to provide 
opportunities for everyone – lay and ordained, in recognised positions or not 
– with the opportunity to explore ways of deepening their relationship with 
others and with God.  Our prayer is that anyone may find in the programme 
events which will help them to be more effective in their ministry to reach those 
currently unreached, move to growth and to bring God into every part of their 
lives. 

For more information about the Diocesan vision, visit www.dioceseofyork.org.
uk/making-and-nurturing-disciples
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Wydale and the Diocese of York
Wydale Hall is not only owned by the Diocese of York but is a part of it. As 
you look through this programme, you might notice that each of the events 
relates to one (or more) of the three goals outlined above. As individuals and 
as churches, you are invited to participate in our programme as part of the way 
you are moving forward in God’s purpose for your life.

Booking on events
If you would like to participate in one of the events in our programme, here’s 
what to do:

• Go to our website, follow the links to the Events and download a booking 
form for the relevant event. 

• Fill this in and either email it to admin@wydale.org or send it in the post to 
Wydale Hall, Brompton by Sawdon, Scarborough YO13 9DG. 

• Where an event has a cost, we need a reservation fee to confirm each 
booking – payment details are on the booking forms.

• If you are unable to download a booking form, call us on 01723 859270 
and we will send one to you. 

We’re looking forward to welcoming you to Wydale!



6



7



8

2019 Programme Overview

January
SATURDAY 5TH   EPIPHANY DAY RETREAT: NEW BEGINNINGS
SUNDAY 20TH -  INDIVIDUAL GUIDED RETREATS
THURSDAY 24TH

February
FRIDAY 1ST -  MEN OF THE DALES WEEKEND
SUNDAY 3RD

THURSDAY 14TH  MISGIVINGS IN MINISTRY
THURSDAY 21ST  ICONS: WINDOWS INTO HEAVEN

March
WEDNESDAY 6TH  ASH WEDNESDAY QUIET DAY
THURSDAY 21ST   SPRING RENEWAL DAY
SATURDAY 23RD  ENGAGING FAMILIES 
MONDAY 25TH -  SPRING GETAWAY
FRIDAY 29TH

April
THURSDAY 11TH  ST LUKE’S PASSION NARRATIVE 
MONDAY 15TH -  HOLY WEEK RETREAT
GOOD FRIDAY 19TH 

GOOD FRIDAY 19TH - WYDALE AT EASTER
EASTER MONDAY 22ND

TUESDAY 30TH   BIRDS OF WYDALE

May
THURSDAY 9TH   GROWING IN AND THROUGH PRAYER
SATURDAY 11TH  FUTURES FOR THE RURAL CHURCH 
TUESDAY 21ST  NORTHERN SAINTS AND ANGLO-SAXON ROOTS
TUESDAY 28TH  PROPHECY IN THE BIBLE AND TODAY

June
THURSDAY 6TH   THE STORY OF WYDALE
TUESDAY 18TH   SUMMER RENEWAL DAY
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July
THURSDAY 4TH   WHAT HAS THE REFORMATION EVER DONE  
   FOR US?
SUNDAY 7TH  WYDALE AT HOME
SATURDAY 27TH  SINGALONG SOUND OF MUSIC
MONDAY 29TH  -     SUMMER GETAWAY
FRIDAY 2ND (AUG)

August
TUESDAY 6TH -  RETREAT & REPAIR
SUNDAY 11TH

SUNDAY 18TH -  INDIVIDUAL GUIDED RETREATS
THURSDAY 22RD

September
SATURDAY 14TH  FRAGRANCE OF JESUS AND BIBLE OILS 
RICHARD CAREW  TBC 
TUESDAY 30TH -  AUTUMN GETAWAY
FRIDAY 4TH (OCT)

October
THURSDAY 3RD   FINDING FAITH IN THE SONG
MONDAY 7TH -  CARM CALLIGRAPHY & PRAYER RETREAT
FRIDAY 11TH

THURSDAY 10TH  AUTUMN RENEWAL DAY
TUESDAY 15TH  JOURNEYING WITH JOB
TUESDAY 29TH  NEVER SURE WHAT TO SAY?

November
THURSDAY 7TH  TEACHING THE SCRIPTURES IN THE POWER OF  
   THE SPIRIT
MONDAY 25TH  -  ADVENT RETREAT
WEDNESDAY 27TH 

December
SATURDAY 7TH -  WHAT THE DICKENS!
SUNDAY 8TH

TUESDAY 24TH -  WYDALE AT CHRISTMAS
FRIDAY 27TH
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Epiphany Day Retreat: New Beginnings
Date: Saturday 5 January 2019

Led by: Peter Collier

For the first event of the year, this day retreat will offer a number of 
opportunities. We will have the opportunity to give thanks for what we 
have experienced of God’s goodness. We will take time to reflect on 
“what I want, what I really, really want”. We will make time to draw on 
the resources we have – within and without, but especially within. We 
will rejoice together at all that is in store for us in the year and years 
ahead.

Peter Collier has been a Reader at St Michael le Belfrey for over 40 
years, and he has wide experience and enjoyment of other styles of 
church. Peter is beginning to explore his own new beginnings as he has 
recently retired after a lifetime working in ‘the law’.

Time: 9:45am – 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Individual Guided Retreats
Date: Sunday 20 January 2019 5pm – Thursday 24 January 2019 10am

Led by: Lynn Grove; Susan Collier; Andrew De Smet

Many people come to Wydale on individual retreats throughout 
the year; however, it is rare that we are able to have the house in 
silence.  By popular request, we have included this dedicated space 
in the programme where individuals may come, receive guidance from 
experience spiritual directors and meet with God in the stillness.

Susan Collier is an Anglican priest whose time is mainly spent in spiritual 
accompaniment and spirituality.  Previously she worked as a hospice 
doctor.

Lynn Grove is an Anglican priest, formerly a GP with a special interest 
in psychiatry, who now works mainly in spiritual accompaniment and 
retreat giving.

Andrew De Smet is the Archbishop of York’s Adviser in Pastoral Care, 
an Anglican priest, spiritual director, counsellor/psychotherapist and a 
mediator.  He enjoys art, nature and music and he paints icons.

Cost: £270
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Men of the Dales Weekend
Date: Friday 1 February 4pm – Sunday 3 February 2019 2pm

Wydale is delighted to be working in partnership with the Men of 
the Dales to put on this 2019 weekend. Men of the Dales is based in 
Ripon, and aims to provide a space for men who live throughout the 
Yorkshire Dales and North Yorkshire to join in fellowship, teaching and 
perhaps the odd beer. 

Bookings for this weekend are being taken by the Men of the Dales, 
please go to https://www.menofthedales.com/ for details. 

Misgivings in Ministry
Date: Thursday 14 February 2019

Led By: Richard Walker 

Details: Whatever kind of ministry we are involved in, there are times 
when we relate to the prophet Jonah. The story is familiar: we want to 
serve but we have misgivings and the struggle becomes overwhelming. 
This study day will offer the opportunity to learn from Jonah’s experience 
and to integrate it with our own. The day will include teaching, discussion 
and space and will culminate in a celebration of the Eucharist. 

Richard Walker is vicar of St Mary’s, Scarborough.

Timings: 9:45am - 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments

---------------
“There is an atmosphere of peace offered by the community”
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Icons: Windows into Heaven
Date: Thursday 21 February 2019

Led by: Andrew De Smet

Paintings have been part of Christian prayer and devotion since the 
early Christians met in catacombs or in the villas of wealthy members. 
Icons are central in the spirituality and worship of Middle Eastern and 
Orthodox Christians; they have a rich symbolism and can be aids to 
prayer. In this event we will explore the history, symbolism and spirituality 
of icons and how they are created. There will be some led meditations 
and times of silence for private prayer and reflection, and enjoyment of 
the surroundings of Wydale Hall. 

Andrew De Smet is Diocesan Adviser in Pastoral Care, has been in parish 
ministry and is a counsellor/psychotherapist and spiritual director.  He 
paints icons and enjoys art.

Time: 9.45am – 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Ash Wednesday Quiet Day
Date: Wednesday 6 March 2019

Led by: Aian Macpherson

After Jesus’ baptism, he withdrew for 40 days to fast and pray. This Ash 
Wednesday quiet day will provide the opportunity to withdraw from 
daily life in order to spend some time with God and to approach the 
period of Lent in a mindful manner. The day will include a Eucharist and 
imposition of ashes.

Aian Macpherson is team vicar of the Marfleet Team Ministry

Time: 9.45am – 4pm 

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments

---------------
“Wydale is a place where I find peace with the father, even 
in the hardest times”
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Spring Renewal Day
Date: Thursday 22 March 2018

Led by: Revd Rachel Hirst

Renewal Days are opportunities for people to come to Wydale and 
spend a day worshipping, receiving quality Bible teaching, praying and 
being prayed for.  

The days are free of charge and refreshments are provided – donations 
are welcome but not required. 

Timings: Arrive 10:30am - 3:30pm

Cost: No charge, but donations for lunch welcome

---------------
“Wydale is a place of sending out. It has a ‘mission 
mandate’, you can feel it”
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---------------
“There’s nowhere like Wydale. The staff, the place! It’s full 
of Jesus!”

Engaging Families
Date: Saturday 23 March 2019 

Led by: Lee Kirkby

Attracting families into our church communities can be a challenge. This 
event, aimed at anyone who is interested in meeting this challenge, 
will provide the opportunity to share experiences and to gain some 
inspiration for this significant part of our mission and ministry.

Lee Kirkby is a husband, father and the Head of Youth and Children’s 
work at St Michael le Belfrey in York. 

Timings: 9:45am - 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Spring Getaway
Date: Monday 25 March 11am – Friday 29 March 2019 10am

Wydale is stunning in the spring as the snowdrops fade into the crocuses, 
daffodils and scilla, and the garden shakes off the rigours of winter and 
looks ahead into new life. Why not come and spend a few days’ break 
here?
 
Cost: £290
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St Luke’s Passion Narrative 
Date: Thursday 11 April 2019  
Led by: Bishop Graham Cray

Some churches read a complete gospel passion narrative as part of 
their Good Friday observance, but even this does not allow any close 
study of the text.  Devotional services at the cross can allow a more 
detailed reflection, but their purpose is more meditative. Luke pro-
vides a distinctive account of the passion of Jesus. His narrative follows 
the same broad outline as the other gospels, but includes events that 
only he recounts – Jesus’ interrogation by Herod, the dying thief, the 
road to Emmaus, etc. A central theme is Jesus’ innocent and righteous 
suffering, and his ultimate vindication. The study day provides an op-
portunity to engage with the text at a deeper level.
Graham Cray is an Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of York.  Before re-
tirement he was the Archbishops’ Missioner leading the Fresh Expres-
sions Team, previously Bishop of Maidstone, Principal of Ridley Hall 
Theological College and Vicar of St Michael le Belfrey church in York.

Time: 9.45am – 4:30pm 
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments

Holy Week Retreat
Date: Monday 15 April 4pm – Good Friday 19 April 2019 4pm 
Led by: Joan Sargent and others

Come and explore Holy Week at Wydale with a retreat that will include 
talks, quiet, prayer and the opportunity to experience the breadth and 
depth of this special week in the Church’s calendar.

Cost: £290 Full board

Wydale at Easter
Good Friday 19 April 2019 11am – Easter Monday 22 April 10am

In a change to previous years the Wydale community will be celebrating 
Easter together in the Emmaus Centre. A family celebration of this 
wonderful, history-changing festival. Places are limited so if you’d like 
to join us, do book soon!

Cost: £200
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The Birds of Wydale
Date: Tuesday 30 April 2019

Led by Bob Powley

A repeat of last year’s successful day. Come and enjoy part of God’s rich 
creation, sauntering around the grounds which are full of interesting 
birds. This is an opportunity to learn how to identify the birds you see 
or hear near home, but can’t put a name to. No experience of bird-
watching necessary but please bring binoculars and suitable outdoor 
clothing. Numbers are limited so as not to scare off our quarry. Last year 
we saw Tree Sparrows, Great Spotted Woodpeckers and Chiffchaffs. 
Bob and his wife Jenny are regular visitors to Wydale and live in Leeds. 

Timings: 9:45am - 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments. 

---------------
“I have been able to draw near to God.  There are so many 
places to enjoy and reflect.  The guidance and prayer 
ministry from the staff has been amazing.”
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Growing In and Through Prayer
Date: Thursday 9 May 2019

Led by: Elaine Bannister and Rosemary Gillespie

An opportunity to spend a day together, exploring ways in which we 
can each grow, in and through prayer. God has blessed us with a rich 
variety of means to encounter Him through prayer. A selection of these 
approaches will be introduced, with space to sample some. 

Elaine is a Reader in the Christchurch network, Bridlington, where she 
currently serves in 2 churches in Bessingby Parish. She firmly believes 
in the power of intercessory prayer and the need for it in today’s world.

Rosemary became a Christian as a young adult and is an active member 
of her local church network and the York Anglican Cursillo Movement. 
Since retiring from counselling practice she has been serving in the 
ministry of Spiritual Direction and also discovered the joy of bringing 
creativity to her own faith journey.

Timings: 9:45am - 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Futures for the Rural Church
Date: Saturday 11 May 2019

Led by: Bishop John Thomson 

This Saturday morning session aims to offer practical ways to help rural 
churches explore mission in the future and creatively seeing the assets 
they have for this in the gifts and opportunities God has given them.

Bishop John is the Archbishop’s Ambassador for Rural Life and Faith. 
He works with a team of Rural Champions to support the mission of 
the Rural Church on the ground. In April 2018 they arranged a well-
attended conference, Growing the Rural Church as part of this brief. 
This event offers another opportunity to continue this support.

Timings: 9:30am – 2pm

Cost: £20 to include lunch and refreshments
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Northern Saints and Anglo-Saxon Roots
Date: Tuesday 21st May 2019

Led by: Angela Bailey

In our part of the world we are certainly surrounded by a great 
cloud of witnesses. What inspiration can we draw from their lives for 
our discipleship? This day will draw on the lives of some saints with 
northern connections, with particular reference to Cuthbert, Cedd and 
Chad. Through a mix of study, prayer, discussion and quiet times we will 
explore what we can learn for our own journey of faith and following 
Jesus.

Angela Bailey is the Cleveland Archdeaconry Training Adviser.

Timings: 9:45am – 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Prophecy in the Bible and Today
Date: Tuesday 28th May 2019
Led by: Andrew Moreland

A gentle look at the gift of prophecy as we find it in the Bible and how 
to use it in our everyday life, in prayer for ourselves and for others.

Andrew Moreland is Vicar of St Martin’s Seamer, St John the Baptist East 
Ayton and St John the Baptist Crossgates. 

Timings: 9:45am - 4pm
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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The Story of Wydale 
Date: Thursday 6 June 2019
Led by: Mark Rance and Helen Lawrence

Wydale Hall has a rich and varied history. This informal evening event 
will provide the opportunity to enjoy a meal followed by a journey 
through the history of Wydale, from its birth as a Georgian family home 
to the special place it is today. 

Since they have been managing Wydale, Mark and Helen have both 
become fascinated by the history of the Hall and will delight you with 
tales of inventiveness, social sparkle, healing, military endeavour, retreat 
and adventure. 

Timings: 6pm – 9:30pm
Cost: £20 to include dinner 

Summer Renewal Day
Date: Tuesday 18 June 2019
Led by: Bishop Alison White

Renewal Days are opportunities for people to come to Wydale and 
spend a day worshiping, receiving quality Bible teaching, praying and 
being prayed for.

The days are free of charge and refreshments are provided - donations 
are welcome but not required.

Timings: 10:30am – 3:30pm
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What has the Reformation ever done for us?
Date: Thursday 4 July 2019

Led by: Robert Whiting

The sixteenth-century ‘Reformation’ was one of the most seismic events 
in church history - but what did it actually achieve? How did it change 
the way in which we practised the Christian faith? Should we see it as a 
triumph, or as a disaster? And is it still relevant to us today?

These controversial issues will be addressed by Dr Robert Whiting in 
an illustrated presentation followed by an open discussion. University 
lecturer, and producer of research articles in academic journals, he is 
also the author of pioneering books on this subject - including The 
Reformation of the English Parish Church, published by Cambridge 
University Press. Come for dinner and stay for a stimulating talk and 
discussion.

Timings: 6pm – 9:30pm

Cost: £20 to include dinner

Wydale at Home
Date: Sunday 7 July 2019 

Come and have a cup of tea and piece of cake in our garden! No 
particular agenda, just an opportunity to come to Wydale for the 
afternoon to enjoy being in the Hall and gardens and a great occasion 
to bring a friend who has never been. We’ve put in the request for 
sunshine, there’s no need to book, just come along.  

Donations are welcome but not required. 

Timings: 2-5pm
---------------
“There’s no where like Wydale. The staff, the place! It’s full 
of Jesus!”
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Singalong Sound of Music
Date: Saturday 27 July 2019 

The hills are alive with the sound of music! Come along to Wydale for 
afternoon tea, followed by time to enjoy the house and gardens before 
an evening meal (which may include schnitzel with noodles and crisp 
apple strudel) followed by a vocal warm-up and a screening of the 
1965 classic with words provided for ultimate singing joy. Do come in 
costume if you would like to.

There are a limited number of rooms reserved in the Hall for people 
who would like to stay over after this event. Do contact us if you would 
like to stay for bed & breakfast. 

Timings: 4pm – 10.30pm

Cost: £30 to include afternoon tea, dinner and whiskers on kittens.
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Summer Getaway
Date: Monday 29 July 11am – Friday 2 August 2019 10am

What better place to spend a short summer break than at Wydale?  With a 
choice of beaches within easy reach (including Whitby and Scarborough), 
as well as the delights of the North York Moors and all we have on site, 
Wydale makes an ideal spot for a UK holiday.

Cost: £290 fully inclusive - we’ll do packed lunches if you’d like to go out 
for the day.
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Retreat and Repair 
Date: Tuesday 6 August 4pm – Sunday 11 August 2pm 2019

For the fifth successive year we are delighted to host this rather special 
kind of retreat.  With a rhythm of prayer and worship that undergirds the 
whole event, the emphasis is on building our community and repairing 
the community’s home!  We ask those who join us to work (decorating, 
gardening, cleaning or other maintenance roles) for at least three 
hours each morning, and to enjoy Wydale, North Yorkshire and each 
other’s company for the rest of the day, though many folk keep working 
and amazing projects are achieved.  Community events happen most 
evenings.

Cost:  Free of charge, though we ask for a £50 donation towards the 
cost of food if possible.  Full board provided.
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Individual Guided Retreat 
Date: Sunday 18 August 5pm – Thursday 22 August 2019 10am

Led by: Lynn Grove; Susan Collier & Andrew De Smet

Many people come to Wydale on individual retreats throughout the 
year; however, it is rare that we are able to have the house in silence.  
By popular request, we have included this dedicated space in the 
programme where individuals may come, receive guidance from an 
experienced spiritual director and meet with God in the stillness.

Susan Collier is an Anglican priest whose time is mainly spent in spiritual 
accompaniment and spirituality.  Previously she worked as a hospice 
doctor.

Lynn Grove is an Anglican priest, formerly a GP with a special interest 
in psychiatry, who now works mainly in spiritual accompaniment and 
retreat giving.

Andrew De Smet is the Archbishop of York’s Adviser in Pastoral Care, 
an Anglican priest, spiritual director, counsellor/psychotherapist and a 
mediator.  He enjoys art, nature and music and paints icons.

Cost: £270
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Fragrance of Jesus and Bible Oils
Date: Saturday 14 September 2019

Led by: Mary Sarah Eldridge

Did you know that there are over 200 verses in the Bible that mention 
the use of oils and fragrant incense? Or that the Levite priests were in 
charge of diagnosing and healing disease through prayer and anointing 
with oils? Were you aware that essential oils may have been used by 
the apostles; and that these oils can support physical and emotional 
wellness? Have you tried using oils to help you meditate and pray?

Be amazed by the scriptural meanings and the new insights about oils 
and what they can mean for us today. Essential oils are one of God’s 
amazing creations and gifts which He has given us.  Delve into scripture 
and discover how they have been used in the Bible and how they can 
be used to provide for so many of our needs.  Learn about some of the 
references in scripture and their spiritual significance. Find out about 
some of the properties of the Bible oils such as hyssop, cedarwood, 
cypress, frankincense, myrrh, spikenard (nard) Rose of Sharon, cinnamon 
(cassia) and sandalwood through prayer and meditation and massage 
(hands and feet). 

A quiet prayerful day with massage and meditation.   NB: Not suitable for 
people with respiratory conditions such as asthma or who are pregnant.

If you would like to make a weekend of it, there will be two Christian 
aromatherapists available to provide short (30 minute) treatments on 
Sunday. Stay for a relaxed evening, perhaps a treatment on Sunday 
morning followed by lunch before heading back into the fray! Contact 
us to discuss availability and costs for these extras. 

Mary Sarah Eldridge is co-director of York School of Holistic Therapies, 
a clinical aromatherapist and physical therapist. She is a regular visitor 
and volunteer at Wydale and a member of St Michael le Belfrey, York. 

Timings: 9:45am - 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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Autumn Getaway
Monday 30 September 11am – Friday 4 October 2019 10am

Wydale is always beautiful!  The changing colours of autumn make it 
particularly spectacular.  Come and spend a few days of cosy relaxation 
in the company of others, enjoying the last of the sunshine and the 
colours of the Wydale trees.

Cost: £290
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Finding Faith in the Song
Date: Thursday 3 October 2019 

Led by: Mike Leigh and Chris White

A day of singing that will explore the unique and beautiful relationship 
singing has with our faith in the living God. We will learn new songs, 
belt out old songs and will spend time exploring how singing can 
deepen our longing and hunger for God.

Come if you think you can’t sing!

Come if you know you can sing!

Come especially if you want to get closer to God through the gift of a 
day of singing.

Mike and Chris both come with a lifetime of experience in church 
music but more importantly share a love of singing songs that inspire 
faith. Chris is the really talented one and Mike is the one who makes a 
lot of noise but thankfully Wydale has said they are both welcome to 
come and share this day with you.

Timings: 9.45am – 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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CARM Calligraphy & Prayer Retreat
Date: Monday 7 October 4pm – Friday 11 October 2019 10am

Led by: Roger Clifton & Peter Walter (CARM)

Following our well-received CARM retreats in recent years, the visual art 
of writing is the subject of our 2019 retreat. Calligraphers at all levels 
of competence are welcome. The tutor will offer basic instruction for 
those wholly new to the subject, advice and guidance to those who 
have some knowledge, and experienced calligraphers the opportunity 
to continue with on-going projects. 

For more information about the Creative Arts Retreat Movement and the 
typical shape of a CARM retreat, do look at http://www.carmretreats.org 

Roger Clifton After working as a chartered accountant, Roger spent 35 
years in Anglican parish ministry. His final post was as team rector of a 
market town and its surrounding villages in Wiltshire, before he retired 
to Bath in 2010. He has been involved with CARM since its earliest days, 
and his interests include painting, cycling and mountain walking.

Peter Walter is a retired teacher who has practised Calligraphy for 25 
years and has been a CARM tutor since 2002. Calligraphers at all levels 
from complete beginners to highly experienced are welcome on his 
retreats.

Cost: £340 to include full board and tuition
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Autumn Renewal Day
Date: Thursday 10 October 2019 

Led by: Bishop Graham Cray

Renewal Days are opportunities for people to come to Wydale and 
spend a day worshiping, receiving quality Bible teaching, praying and 
being prayed for.

The days are free of charge and refreshments are provided - donations 
are welcome but not required.

Timings: 10.30am – 3.30pm
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Journeying with Job
Date: Tuesday 15 October 2019

Led by: Richard Carew

How do we live a life of faith in the midst of adversity?  All of us will face 
hardships along the way, and will at times identify all too closely with the 
cry of Jesus on the cross: ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’  
Recognizing that there are no easy answers, we will use the experiences 
of Job and his friends as the starting point for our conversations, as well 
as responding through the Psalms, in the hope that we too might know 
God with us even in the worst of times.
 
Richard Carew is vicar of St Edward’s, Dringhouses, York.

Timings: Arrive 9:45am - Depart 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments



44

Never Sure What to Say? 
Date: Tuesday 29 October 2019
Led by: Jim Roberts

The Church is broad and the variety is wonderful, enriching and 
challenging. And then there are groups with which we might come 
into contact, such as the Latter Day Saints (Mormons), the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and others. This day will look at the origin and beliefs of such 
groups and explore at how best we might share our faith with them and 
respond to their advances.

Jim Roberts taught RE in every kind of school for over 40 years and has 
been in self-supporting ordained ministry at St Michael le Belfrey and 
beyond throughout that time. 

Timings: 9:45am – 4pm
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments

Teaching the Scriptures in the Power of The Spirit 
Date: Thursday 7 November 2019 
Led by: Bishop Graham Cray

Word and Spirit go inseparably together. Those who teach the Bible 
need the anointing of the Holy Spirit upon their lives and their ministry 
just as much, if not even more, than any other role in the church. This is 
not a general study day on preparing and delivering talks and sermons, 
but focuses on the role of the Holy Spirit in the teaching ministry. How do 
we partner the Holy Spirit as we prepare our teaching - understanding, 
interpreting and apply the Scriptures – and as we deliver the teaching 
we have prepared.  It is for anyone who has to preach or teach from 
the Bible, whether in a small group, from the pulpit or in any other 
opportunity.

Graham Cray is an Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of York.  Before 
retirement he was the Archbishops’ Missioner leading the Fresh 
Expressions Team, previously Bishop of Maidstone, Principal of Ridley 
Hall Theological College and Vicar of St Michael le Belfrey church in 
York.

Timings: 9.45am – 4.30pm
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments



45



46

Advent Retreat 
Date: Monday 25 November 12noon – Wednesday 27 November 2019 4pm

As we edge towards the bustle and tinsel of the Christmas season, this 
retreat will provide the opportunity to pause and to prepare our hearts 
as we look for the coming of the Lord. 

Margaret Sentamu is sought out as a public speaker, preacher and leader 
of retreats, quiet days and Iona pilgrimages. Alongside the Archbishop, 
she enjoys offering hospitality and supporting and encouraging our 
brothers and sisters in the Anglican Communion. She is a freelance 
Leadership Development consultant with a focus on diversity, President 
of Mildmay International (HIV/Aids), trustee and patron of a number of 
charities mainly to do with education, health and poverty in the Global 
South as well as UK based charities. She is married to the Archbishop of 
York and they have four grown-up children, two of whom they fostered 
long-term.

Cost: £160 fully inclusive

What the Dickens! 
Date: Saturday 7 December 4pm – Sunday 8 December 2019 11am

A roaring fire in the hearth, a decorated tree, festive fare shared 
amongst family and friends – many of these cosy Christmas traditions 
are associated with the Victorians in general and with Charles Dickens in 
particular. With his well-beloved novella A Christmas Carol having been 
written just down the road in Malton, Wydale’s special winter event this 
year celebrates Dickens. 

Come in suitable Victorian attire for afternoon tea, then enjoy a 
sumptuous banquet with a dramatic reading of A Christmas Carol. Stay 
overnight and have a leisurely breakfast – we promise there won’t be a 
bowl of gruel in sight! 

Cost: £80/person 



47

Christmas Meals
Dates: Between 2 and 20 December 1.00pm or 7.30pm

Would you like to come to Wydale for a Christmas meal?  For several 
years Wydale has provided a comfortable and different venue for groups 
of 2-100 to come and enjoy a festive meal together either at lunchtime 
or in the evening.  A menu will be published in the early autumn and we 
are happy to take bookings between 2 and 20 December 2019.

Cost: £18 per person (3 courses plus coffee and mince pies)
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Wydale at Christmas
Date: Tuesday 24 December 12noon – Friday 27 December 2019 10am

We would love to have you come and spend Christmas with us at Wydale! 
Over the last few years the community has enjoyed opening Wydale at 
Christmas and celebrating this wonderful time of year with guests who 
have come as individuals or with their nearest and dearest. With all the 
traditional trimmings, the Hall will look splendid, feel cosy and be filled 
with the joy of Emmanuel, God with us, as we celebrate together in a 
family atmosphere.

Cost:  £230 per person fully inclusive of bed, food and festive treats
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About the community
The Wydale community is an expanding family. Mark Rance (General Manager), 
and his wife Diana live on site, as does Helen Lawrence (Assistant Manager). 
Day to day, and assisted by other staff members and regular volunteers they 
keep the hall running. As well as being the general manager of Wydale, 
Mark is a qualified mediator and experienced church administrator and is 
happy to offer his skills and experience to any who would find that useful. 
Helen Lawrence is an accredited Myers Briggs Type Indicator practitioner and 
qualified personal development coach and will also happily offer those skills as 
and when required.  They both participate in regular Diocesan activities: Mark 
as a Curacy Companion and Helen as an assistant DDO. 

This year we are excited that our Wydale family is growing!  Adam Rushton is 
working with us for a year, bringing his skills and experience to (almost) every 
part of Wydale; and to have Rosie Brabbs living with us as she works for The 
Bus Stop, a Christian charity providing a mobile youth centre in the shape of a 
vintage double decker bus. 

The Wydale Oversight and Support Group is a sub-committee of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, chaired by Bishop Graham Cray. This group provides vision 
and direction – as well as prayer and pastoral support – for Wydale Hall. 

Friends of Wydale
The Friends of Wydale are a group of people who are supporters of our work 
and ministry here.  Many of the Friends have been coming to Wydale for many 
years and have been involved in different ways.  Some are local, many live all 
over the country and indeed all over the world. Some are able to visit Wydale 
regularly, others are in a position where they can only be involved from afar. But 
they share in common a desire to be part of what God is doing at Wydale, to 
pray for us and to give financially to God’s work through Wydale.  The Friends 
are always looking for new members; if you think this might be something of 
interest do contact us on admin@wydale.org or 01723 859270 and we’ll put 
you in touch.

---------------
“We’re already planning the next retreat. It’s like being 
greeted by family every time we go!”
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Walking near Wydale
There are a number of great walks within reach of Wydale which many of our 
guests enjoy. We advise strong shoes at most times of the year as many of the 
paths can tend to become rather muddy! We are delighted to recommend our 
neighbour Dave Whitecross as a local guide – should you decide you would 
like to have a good walk and leave the planning to someone else! Dave is an 
experienced guide and qualified leader who is happy to lead anything from a 
gentle stroll taking in a tea-room on the way to a more serious hike; and he 
can be contacted directly on walkingdavewhitecross@gmail.com or 01723 
859386 – tell him we sent you!
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The Facilities
Wydale Hall is an 18th Century country house set in 14 acres of woodlands and 
gardens on the edge of the North York Moors National Park. The Hall is close 
to the Yorkshire Coast with many picturesque towns and villages nearby; and 
the historic city of York is under an hour’s drive away. We can accommodate up 
to 60 guests in the Hall in 29 en-suite bedrooms, including one on the ground 
floor which has been adapted for wheelchair users. There are two large meeting 
spaces - the Large Chapel and the Conference Room - a dining room where up 
to 70 people can be seated as well as the more relaxing spaces of the Library 
and Hall. The upstairs conference room can be used for smaller meetings; we 
also have The Snug, which is ideal for meetings of up to four people, or for one 
to one conversations. New in 2018 is our self-catering retreat studio flat, The 
Hideaway.

The Emmaus Centre provides self-catering accommodation for up to 50 
people. The bedrooms here are dormitory style, with rooms of 4-17 beds – the 
largest of which is partitioned. Four rooms are adapted for those with physical 
disabilities, two of which have en-suite wet rooms. A fully-equipped kitchen 
and dining area makes self-catering straightforward for groups, and a spacious 
recreation room provides a good location for games and group activities, a 
variety of games and books as well as a large TV and DVD player. Both the Hall 
and Emmaus Centre have free wi-fi throughout. An all-weather sports pitch, 
children’s play area and football pitch are all available, as is a table tennis table 
in a dedicated space. 

The grounds boast several lawns and flowerbeds, the walled garden with its 
prayer labyrinth and summerhouse, and a number of benches from which you 
can sit and enjoy the peace and the views and, installed in 2016, our woodland 
refuge, “The Bothy” and the atmospheric outside chapel in the woods. A pitch 
and putt course is permanently laid out at the front of the Hall and a croquet 
set is available on request.

In addition to the programme of events put on by Wydale, the Hall and the 
Emmaus Centre are available for private bookings, either for group events or 
individual stays. 

Whether you are looking to relax and get away from it all, organise a meeting, 
away day or residential, Wydale Hall is an inspirational and peaceful place to 
visit. 
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Facilities at a glance
Wydale Hall
----------
• 29 en-suite rooms
• Meeting rooms
• Conference facilities
• Free wifi
• Full-board, half-board, B&B, meals & re-

freshments
• Inclusive rates
• Fully licensed bar
• Gift stall & tuck shop
• Keyboard & piano
• ‘The Hideaway’ private retreat studio flat

Emmaus Centre
----------
• Fully equipped kitchen
• Large dining area
• Meeting room
• Free wifi
• Colour TV & DVD Player
• Table tennis room and board games
• All-weather sports pitch
• Grass football pitch
• Sleeping accommodation for up to 50

Outside
----------
• 14 acres of gardens and woodland
• Woodland chapel
• ‘The Bothy’ 
• Prayer labyrinth
• Children’s play area
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Price List 2019
Wydale Hall
----------
Full board (24 hours)       £73.00
Full day (coffee, lunch, afternoon tea)   £28.50
Half day (coffee & lunch, or lunch & afternoon tea)  £22.00
Dinner only       £15.00
Lunch only       £11.50
Weekend (Friday evening – Sunday afternoon)  £150.00
Bed & Breakfast (per night)     £40.00
Dinner, Bed & Breakfast (per night)    £54.00
The Hideaway: £35/night for 1 person, £45/night for 2 people

Discounts for under 16s are available. Children aged 2-11 are charged 40% of 
the adult price; young people aged 12-15 are charged 60% of the adult price.

Emmaus Centre
----------
24 hours       £17.00
Full weekend       £33.00
7 days        £90.00

NB All our prices are per person and have been revised from 2018. These prices are 
for our standard offerings; if you would like a bespoke package to better meet your or 
your group’s needs, just contact us. 
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Wydale Hall
Wydale Lane

Brompton by Sawdon
Scarborough,  N Yorkshire

YO13 9DG

01723 859270
admin@wydale.org
www.wydale.org
@wydalehall
facebook.com/wydalehall


