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WYDALE
Events Programme 2020

A Prayerful Community Renewing the Church’s Mission
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WELCOME
Wydale, the retreat house for the Diocese of York, seeks to be ‘a prayerful 
community, renewing the Church’s mission’. We long to see people, of all ages 
and from all backgrounds, encountering Jesus, being renewed by his Spirit and 
growing in his love. We have put together the 2020 programme of events to 
provide opportunities for anyone, regardless of age or position, to come together 
around themes of common interest. 

The programme seeks to complement the great work taking place in churches 
across the Diocese, and that of the York Diocesan Training Team, by providing 
events to which anyone is welcome. These events are put on by Wydale and 
facilitated by experienced people, both ordained and lay, who are each part of the 
Wydale community in a variety of ways. We are exceptionally grateful to those 
who contribute their time, wisdom and experience to the programme voluntarily. 
In this programme there are details of what we have planned for 2020. Some 
events are short, a morning, afternoon or evening. Others are day-long, some 
overnight and others are several days in length. Some of the events are designed 
for learning, some for prayer and reflection and others a combination of these. 
There are even a couple which are simply intended to be enjoyable.

You will see that each of our events has details about the cost. While we would 
love to offer our events free of charge this is not usually possible. However, if you 
would like to participate in one of our events but find the price prohibitive, 
do please talk to us about this.  

It may be that there are extra events which are added during the year, so keep 
your eyes on our website (www.wydale.org) and look out for further bulletins. 
You can join our email mailing list by going to the home page of our website and 
adding your email address where it says ‘Join Our Mailing List’.
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GENEROUS CHURCHES,
MAKING & NURTURING DISCIPLES
The Diocese of York has developed a vision, providing a focus on how we work 
out God’s mission in our Diocese, of ‘Generous Churches, Making and Nurturing 
Disciples’. It’s not a new initiative, but simply an expression of growing and 
working together. This vision has been developed through consultation across 
the Diocese, where the commitment has been articulated to build up the strength 
and effectiveness of clergy leadership and to deepen and widen lay ministry. 

There are three goals which have been adopted: 

 - To reach those we currently don’t
 - To move to growth
 - To establish sustainable finances

As the Diocesan retreat house, we have created our programme to provide 
opportunities for everyone – lay and ordained, in recognised positions or not 
– with the opportunity to explore ways of deepening their relationship with 
others and with God.  Our prayer is that anyone may find in the programme 
events which will help them to be more effective in their ministry to reach those 
currently unreached, move to growth and to bring God into every part of their 
lives. 

For more information about the Diocesan vision, visit 
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/reach-grow-sustain

WYDALE AND THE DIOCESE OF YORK
Wydale Hall is not only owned by the Diocese of York, but is a part of its ministry. 
Each of our events is open to anyone, regardless of whether or not a recognised 
position in the church is held; and our prayer is that each event will build on the 
ministry of the wider Church.  As individuals and as churches, you are invited to 
participate in our programme as part of the way you are moving forward in God’s 
purpose for your life.

COMING TO WYDALE FOR A BREAK
In previous years, we have dedicated particular times of the year to ‘holiday 
weeks’, which have been advertised in our programme. In response to the 
changing needs of our guests we have not done this in the 2020 programme. 
However, we welcome individuals or small groups of friends or family coming to 
stay with us for a break or short holiday. Do get in touch if you would like to book 
a break with us at any time of year, we will be delighted to welcome you whenever 
availability permits. Prices are advertised at the back of this programme.
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SAFEGUARDING
Wydale is a ministry of the Diocese of York and part of the Church of England, 
whose Archbishops, Bishops, clergy and leaders are committed to safeguarding 
as an integral part of the life and ministry of the Church.

Safeguarding means the action that Wydale takes to promote a safer culture. 
This means we will promote the safeguarding and welfare of children, young 
people and adults, work to prevent abuse from occurring, seek to protect those 
that are at risk of being abused and respond well to those that have been abused. 
We will take care to identify where a person may present a risk to others, and 
offer support to them whilst taking steps to mitigate such risks.

Wydale affirms the ‘Whole Church’ approach to safeguarding. This approach 
encompasses a commitment to consistent policy and practice across teams and 
departments and that everyone associated with Wydale, who comes into contact 
with children, young people and adults, has a role to play.

Wydale will take appropriate steps to maintain a safer environment for all and 
to practice fully and positively Christ’s ministry towards children, young people 
and adults; to respond sensitively and compassionately to their needs in order to 
help keep them safe from harm.

Wydale’s policies on safeguarding young people and adults are available on our 
website at www.wydale.org/safeguarding or on request (01723 859270).

BOOKING ON EVENTS
If you would like to participate in one of the events in our programme, here’s 
what to do:

Go to our website, follow the links to the Events and download a booking form 
for the relevant event. 

Fill this in and either email it to admin@wydale.org or send it in the post to 
Wydale Hall, Wydale Lane, Brompton by Sawdon, Scarborough YO13 9DG. 

Where an event has a cost, we need a reservation fee to confirm each booking – 
payment details are on the booking forms.

If you are unable to download a booking form, call us on 01723 859270 and we 
will send one to you. 

We’re looking forward to welcoming you to Wydale!
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JANUARY
11th

19th - 23th

FEBRUARY
17th - 21st

29th

MARCH
11th

17th

19th

24th 

APRIL
6th - 10th

11th

MAY
6th

14th 
26th

JUNE
2nd

2nd

11th

JULY
12th

17th - 19th

Day Retreat for the New Year
Individual Guided Retreats

CARM Prayer & Painting Retreat
‘Multiply’ day workshop

Spring Renewal Day
Ignatian Spirituality
Art & Spirituality: 1 - The Psalms
Mark’s Passion Narrative

Holy Week Retreat
Easter Family Afternoon

Art & Spirituality: 2 - “Christ the Light”
A dramatic retelling of Mark’s Gospel
A Quiet Day in Narnia

Living and praying through loss and change
Renewal Evening
Summer Renewal Day

Wydale Open Day
The Enneagram

2020 PROGRAMME
AUGUST
3rd – 8th

16th – 21th 

SEPTEMBER
10th

22th

OCTOBER
1st

6th

15th

19th - 22th

27th

NOVEMBER
2nd - 6th

23th - 25th 

DECEMBER
Between 1st 
& 18th

5th - 6th

12th

24th – 27th

Retreat & Repair
Individual Guided Retreats

Walking a Sacred Path – A Labyrinth Quiet Day
Gospel, Culture and Discipleship

Autumn Renewal Day
Art & Spirituality: 3 - The Closeness of God
A Heritage of Prayer: The Hebridean Revival
Autumn Retreat: Bethany - a place of rest
Great is the Mystery of Faith

Iconography Retreat
“Waiting...”

Christmas Meals

A Groovy Kind of Christmas!
Christmas Crafts and Santa Claus
Christmas at Wydale

OVERVIEW
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DAY RETREAT FOR THE NEW YEAR
Led by:Bishop Alison White

Date: Saturday 11 January 2020

For the first event of the year, this day retreat will offer an opportunity 
prayerfully to reflect on what has gone before and to look ahead to the 
coming year.  

Alison White is the Bishop of Hull, and has extensive experience of 
facilitating retreat days.

Arrival: 9:45am 
Depart: 4pm
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments

INDIVIDUAL GUIDED RETREATS
Led by:Lynn Grove, Andrew De Smet, Susan Collier

Date: Sunday 19 - Thursday 23 January 2020

Many people come to Wydale on individual retreats throughout the 
year; however, it is rare that we are able to have the house in silence.  By 
popular request, we have included this dedicated space in the programme 
where individuals may come, receive guidance from an experienced 
spiritual director and meet with God in the stillness. Although we cannot 
guarentee complete silence across the site (at the very least the birds can 
be quite chatty and the gardens may be used by others) this retreat offers 
the opportunity to focus on God without the need to interact with other 
retreatants. 

Susan Collier is an Anglican priest whose time is mainly spent in spiritual 
accompaniment and spirituality.  Previously she worked as a hospice 
doctor.

Lynn Grove is an Anglican priest, formerly a GP with a special interest 
in psychiatry, who now works mainly in spiritual accompaniment and 
retreat giving.

Andrew De Smet is the Archbishop of York’s Adviser in Pastoral Care, 
an Anglican priest, spiritual director, counsellor/psychotherapist and a 
mediator.  He enjoys art, nature and music and paints icons.

Arrival: from 4pm (programme starts at 5pm) Sunday 19 January
Depart: 10am Thursday 23 January
Cost: £281/person
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CARM PRAYER & PAINTING RETREAT
Led by:Martin Cottam and Margaret Stein

Date: Monday 17 - Friday 21 February 2020

We are delighted to continue our partnership with the Creative 
Arts Retreat Movement (CARM) with this painting retreat. 
Space to reflect, pray and worship and time to be creative. Each 
day there will be silence, worship together, a meditation from the 
chaplain and plenty of time to paint.  Help and encouragement 
is given to everyone, beginner or experienced painter alike.  No 
previous painting experience is necessary and all that is needed is 
a willingness to be open and to explore how our creativity can be a 
vehicle through which God can speak to us.

Martin has worked for many years as a freelance book illustrator and 
artist using a wide variety of media. He has also taught illustration 
and drawing at two different art colleges and has been a tutor 
with CARM since 2000. He welcomes retreatants of all abilities 
(including those who feel they have none!) and aims to assist each 
take further steps of progress along their individual creative journey 
with a mix of instruction, enthusiasm, and encouragement. Martin 
has lived in Norfolk since 2003 where he delights in the sight of 
wide skies, secret reedy places, and the unparalleled multiplicity of 
medieval church towers. 

Margaret hails from Scotland; she studied both art and theology 
and is a retired Church of Scotland minister. She has been involved 
in CARM retreats for some time, and enjoys the marrying of worship 
and creativity, with the sharing that happens in a group.
 
Arrival: 3pm Monday 17 February
Depart: 10am Friday 21 February
Cost: £330/person to include full board and tuition
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‘MULTIPLY’ DAY WORKSHOP
Led by:Ben Walker, Rev John Lee & Rev Richard White
Date: Saturday 29 February 2020

This workshop is an introduction to beginning a New Worshipping 
Community (NWC) for anyone that is interested, whether lay or ordained.

We will be sharing the ‘Multiply’ vision for NWCs reaching 20s, 30s and 
40s across the Diocese of York. We will also be exploring how to discover 
a vision for a NWC in your parish and how to begin building a team.

There will be plenty of opportunity for group work, practical tips on 
getting started and bespoke advice tailored to your particular church 
context.

This day will also be a chance get to know people with similar hopes, 
challenges and concerns in emerging NWCs, and a way of beginning to 
form a network of support in reaching 20s, 30s and 40s in the Diocese. 

Richard works for the Diocese of York as Director of Making and Nurturing 
Disciples. He leads the Diocese of York’s strategies to reach those in their 
20s, 30s and 40s and people who are in poverty. He was previously at 
Liverpool Cathedral where he pioneered three new congregations and 
established the Joshua Centre which is working to launch 30 NWCs. 
John leads the Diocese of York’s team of full-time Multiply leaders. Before 
taking up this post John spent 28 years in parish ministry, most recently 
as Rector of St Paul’s in York. He’s loved helping to discern and encourage 
leaders in the local church and in various diocesan roles. John is married 
to Nicola and they have three grown up children. Ben is Multiply Associate 
Team Leader. Ben’s role in Multiply is focused on empowering lay people 
to lead NWCs. Ben is also a Senior Leader at G2 York, an innovative, 
creative and missional fresh expression of church particularly reaching 
younger adults.

Arrival 10:30am
Depart 3:30pm

This day is free of charge and refreshments including a packed lunch are 
provided - donations are welcome but not required.
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SPRING RENEWAL DAY 
Led by:Rev Mary Rolls

Date: Wednesday 11 March 2020

Renewal Days are opportunities for 
people to come to Wydale and spend a 
day worshiping, receiving quality Bible 
teaching, praying and being prayed for.

Mary Rolls is a 20s-40s Minister 
licensed to St Mary’s, Thirsk.

Arrival 10:30am
Depart 3:30pm

Renewal Days are free of charge and 
refreshments including a packed lunch 

are provided - donations are welcome 
but not required.

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY
Led by:Rev Dr Sue Nightingale 

Date: Tuesday 17 March 2020

A day to reflect on the treasures 
of  Ignatian spirituality - ways 
of discernment, using scripture 
imaginatively and  using the Examen: 
a technique of prayerful reflection on 
the day’s events in order to detect God’s 
presence. 

Sue Nightingale is part of the York 
Diocesan spirituality group and 
involved with the Quiet Garden 
movement. 

Arrival 10am for 10:30am start 
Depart 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and 
refreshments throughout the day
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ART & SPIRITUALITY: 1 - THE PSALMS
Led by:Rev Jen Croft and Debbie Bristow

Date: Thursday 19 March 2020

These days of “Art and Spirituality” are open to beginners and 
improvers alike, and we will send out some suggestions of what you 
could bring.  Jen will also have some paint sets for sale, but you can 
try the type of paint during the day to see if it suits you.

We will use Ignatian spirituality to reflect on some selected Psalms 
and we will learn to apply this through the medium of watercolours, 
acrylics or guache.

Jen is a priest, a psychologist and an artist (exhibited, published 
& sold pieces).  Jen regularly teaches art and can enable complete 
beginners and improvers alike.  Debbie is a counsellor (BACP), a 
spiritual director and has a creative approach to life through art, 
crafts and spirituality.

Arrival 9:45am 
Depart 4:30pm
Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments throughout the day
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MARK’S PASSION NARRATIVE 
Led by:Bishop Graham Cray 

Date: Tuesday 24 March 2020

Some churches read a complete gospel passion narrative as part 
of their Good Friday observance, but even this does not allow any 
close study of the text. Devotional services at the cross can allow a 
more detailed reflection, but their purpose is more meditative. Mark 
provides a distinctive account of the passion of Jesus. The study day 
provides an opportunity to engage with the text at a deeper level. 

Graham Cray is an Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of York.  Before 
retirement he was the Archbishops’ Missioner leading the Fresh 
Expressions Team, previously Bishop of Maidstone, Principal of 
Ridley Hall Theological College and Vicar of St Michael le Belfrey 
church in York.

Arrival 9:30am for 9:45am start
Depart 4:30pm
Cost £25 to include lunch and all refreshments

HOLY WEEK RETREAT
Led by:Joan Sargent

Date: Monday 6 - Friday 10 April 2020

Come and explore Holy Week at Wydale with a retreat that will 
include talks, quiet, prayer and the opportunity to experience the 
breadth and depth of this special week in the Church’s calendar.

Joan has spent her life as a lay evangelist, preacher, counsellor and 
spiritual director. She is based at All Saint’s Church, Huntington in 
York. 

Arrival 4pm Monday 6 April
Depart 4pm Friday 10 April 2020
Cost: £292 to include full board
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EASTER FAMILY AFTERNOON
Date: Saturday 11 April 2020

This is an opportunity for families and friends to 
come together to enjoy an Easter egg hunt, Easter 
crafts, tea and cake in an informal environment.  

We’ve done this for several years and have loved 
having families from the local villages as well as 
further afield come and enjoy our grounds. No 
fixed programme and no need to book, just pop 
along between 2-5pm. 

Children must be accompanied by adults.

Arrival from 2pm 
Depart by 5pm

There is no charge for this event, 
donations are welcome but not required. 
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ART & SPIRITUALITY: 
2 - “CHRIST THE LIGHT”
Led by:Rev Jen Croft and Debbie Bristow

Date: Wednesday 6 May 2020

These days of “Art and Spirituality” are open to beginners and 
improvers alike, and we will send out some suggestions of what you 
could bring.  Jen will also have some paint sets for sale, but you can 
try the type of paint during the day to see if it suits you.

We will be reflecting on Holman Hunt’s painting of Christ the Light 
of the World and the relevant Scripture.  Our interpretation through 
art, will be formed using a mixed media of types of paint and 
charcoal.  During this day, there will be a 30mins Holy Communion 
service at 12:30pm.

Jen is a priest, a psychologist and an artist (exhibited, published 
& sold pieces).  Jen regularly teaches art and can enable complete 
beginners and improvers alike.  Debbie is a counsellor (BACP), a 
spiritual director and has a creative approach to life through art, 
crafts and spirituality.

Arrival 9:45am 
Depart 4:30pm
Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments throughout the day
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A DRAMATIC RETELLING OF 
MARK’S GOSPEL
Led by:Rev Ian & Pete Birkinshaw

Date: Thursday 14 May 2020

A traveller arrives to tell the story of a preacher and miracle-worker  
whose dynamic presence touches the lives of all who meet him…with the 
most astonishing twist-in-the-tale the world has ever known! There is joy 
and sorrow, comedy and pathos, as Mark’s fast-moving narrative brings 
the characters to life. The drama is underscored throughout by live music.  
In the second act we begin the journey to Jerusalem and the Cross, with 
an open invitation to share bread and wine before the startling discovery 
of the empty tomb. 

More information about the performance is available at 
gospelofmarklive.wordpress.com

Ian Birkinshaw is Rector of All Saints’, Huntington, York and he and his 
son, Pete, have been performing their Gospel of Mark since 2012.

Arrivals from 6pm for dinner at 6:30pm, event begins at 7:30pm. 
Cost £20 to include dinner; £5 if only attending the performance. 

A QUIET DAY IN NARNIA
Led by:Rev Ruth Crompton

Date: Tuesday 26 May 2020

Come and spend a day with some of the characters from The Chronicles 
of Narnia. C.S. Lewis’s books have delighted and charmed generations 
and been a window into  Christian understanding, the stories 
resonating something of a human response to God through fantasy and 
characterisation. Come and explore your place in the story and how these 
familiar well-loved characters can speak to us and of our relationship 
with God. 

Ruth Crompton is a Methodist Superintendant minister in West Yorkshire 
and on the team supporting the York Spiritual Direction (SpiDir) course.

Arrival 9:45am
Depart 4pm
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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LIVING AND PRAYING THROUGH 
LOSS AND CHANGE
Led by:Rev Dr Susan Collier

Tuesday 2 June 2020

We all face times of loss and change in our lives. We can struggle to 
find God in such times whether in the past or present.

‘Goodbyes will always be with us. So will hellos. Praying a goodbye 
can lead us to the doorway of new beginnings. The seed of 
resurrection in our souls will grow again.’  Praying our Goodbyes: 
Joyce Rupp

The day will contain some input, some time for personal reflection 
and the opportunity to share with others if wished.

NB: It may not be the right time for a day such as this if you have 
recently been bereaved of someone close to you. If you are unsure 
about this please contact us for further information about the day.

Susan Collier is an Anglican priest whose time is mainly spent in 
spiritual accompaniment and spirituality.  Previously she worked 
as a hospice doctor.

Arrival 9:45am
Depart 4pm
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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RENEWAL EVENING
Led by:Rev Rachel Hirst

Date: Tuesday 2 June 2020

For some years we have included Renewal Days in our programme of 
events: opportunities for people to come to Wydale and spend a day 
worshiping, receiving quality Bible teaching, praying and being prayed 
for. This year we have added in, with a view to including those who are 
not available during the day, an evening version of the same event.

Rachel Hirst is Vicar of St Peter’s, Norton on Derwent.

Packed tea available from 6pm, event 7:30-9:30pm 

The evening is free of charge and a sandwich tea will be provided - 
donations are welcome but not required. 

SUMMER RENEWAL DAY
Led by:Rev Mark Carey

Date: Thursday 11 June 2020

Renewal Days are opportunities for people to come to Wydale and spend 
a day worshiping, receiving quality Bible teaching, praying and being 
prayed for.

Mark Carey is Vicar of Christ Church, Bridlington with Bessingby St 
Magnus, St Mark’s, Westhill, and St Andrews, Ulrome.

Arrival 10:30am
Depart 3:30pm

The days are free of charge and refreshments including a packed lunch 
are provided - donations are welcome but not required.

WYDALE OPEN DAY
Date: Sunday 12 July 2020 2-5pm

Come and have a cup of tea and piece of cake in our garden! No 
particular agenda, just an opportunity to come to Wydale for 
the afternoon to enjoy being in the Hall and gardens and a great 
occasion to bring a friend who has never been. We’ve put in the 
request for sunshine, there’s no need to book, just come along.  

Donations are welcome but not required. 
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THE ENNEAGRAM
Led by:Rev Andrew De Smet

Date: Friday 17 - Sunday 19 July 2020

The Enneagram is old. It has roots in several wisdom traditions, including 
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. Seven of the nine Enneagram types 
are associated with the “capital” or “deadly” sins which originated with 
the Desert Fathers. But it was not until the late 1960s that Oscar Ichazo 
began teaching the Enneagram as we know it today. From Ichazo’s school 
in South America, a group of Jesuits learned the system and brought it 
back with them to the United States. The Enneagram gained popularity 
as a tool within spiritual direction. Today it is widely taught as a way of 
understanding personality, addiction, relationships, and vocation.

The Enneagram is not a strict law or code. Its categories are not meant to 
bind or restrict you to a certain way of being and living. People who know 
the Enneagram in a superficial way think it’s about putting people into 
boxes, but it actually works to free people from their self-created boxes.

During this weekend you will be invited to discover more about the 
Enneagram and your own type and what these discoveries can offer.
Andrew De Smet is the Archbishop of York’s Adviser in Pastoral Care, 
an Anglican priest, spiritual director, counsellor/psychotherapist and a 
mediator.  He enjoys art, nature and music and paints icons.

Arrival from 5pm Friday 17 July
Depart 2pm Sunday 19 July 

Cost £154.50 fully inclusive
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RETREAT AND REPAIR
Date: Monday 3 August – Saturday 8 August 2020 

We are delighted to host this rather special kind of retreat, which has 
become a fixture of the Wydale programme.  With a rhythm of prayer 
and worship that undergirds the whole event, the emphasis is on building 
our community and repairing the community’s home!  We ask those who 
join us to work (decorating, gardening, cleaning or other maintenance 
roles) for at least three hours each morning, and to enjoy Wydale, North 
Yorkshire and each other’s company for the rest of the day, though many 
folk keep working and amazing projects are achieved.  Community events 
happen most evenings.

Arrival 4pm Monday 3 August 
Depart 2pm Saturday 8 August

Cost:  Free of charge, though we ask for a £50/person donation towards 
the cost of food if possible.  Full board provided.

INDIVIDUAL 
GUIDED RETREAT
Led by:Revs Lynn Grove; Susan Collier & 
Andrew De Smet

Date: Sunday 16  – Friday 21 August 2020 

Many people come to Wydale on individual retreats 
throughout the year; however, it is rare that we are able 
to have the house in silence.  By popular request, we 
have included this dedicated space in the programme 
where individuals may come, receive guidance from 
an experienced spiritual director and meet with 
God in the stillness. Although we cannot guarantee 
complete silence across the site (at the very least the 
birds can be quite chatty and the gardens may be 
used by others) this retreat offers the opportunity to 
focus on God without the need to interact with other 
retreatants. 

Susan Collier is an Anglican priest whose time 
is mainly spent in spiritual accompaniment and 
spirituality.  Previously she worked as a hospice 
doctor. 

Lynn Grove is an Anglican priest, formerly a GP with 
a special interest in psychiatry, who now works mainly 
in spiritual accompaniment and retreat giving.

Andrew De Smet is the Archbishop of York’s Adviser 
in Pastoral Care, an Anglican priest, spiritual director, 
counsellor/psychotherapist and a mediator.  He 
enjoys art, nature and music and paints icons.

Arrival Sunday 16 August 5pm 
Depart Friday 21 August 10am

Cost: £354 fully inclusive
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WALKING A SACRED PATH –
A LABYRINTH QUIET DAY
Led by:Fiona Fidgin

Date: Thursday 10 September 2020

The Labyrinth is an ancient spiritual path of prayer that is being re-
discovered for today. In a busy driven linear world the Labyrinth enables 
us to quieten the outside world and listen to the inner world. It provides 
space that allows clarity. It does not engage our thinking mind but 
invites our intuitive mind to come forth.  As you walk the Labyrinth the 
boundaries between mind, body and spirit drop away and transformation 
begins. Each turn becomes a metaphor for the twists and turns in our 
own lives. The times when we feel close to God and the times when we 
feel flung out to the far desolate edges. There are times when we feel we 
are walking with companions and times when the journey feels lonely 
and isolated. To enter the Labyrinth is to choose to walk a spiritual path.

We will walk the Wydale Labyrinth several times, learn how to make our 
own Labyrinths and reflect on the how the Labyrinth is a tool of prayer 
and healing for ourselves and the world. 

Fiona Fidgin has been facilitating labyrinth walks for many years. She 
was the first person in the UK to become a Veriditas* trained facilitator. 
Fiona currently works for the Methodist Church Learning Network and 
is a member of the Iona Community. 

Arrival 9:45am
Depart 4pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments

*For more information about this US organisation which trains and 
supports labyrinth facilitators, see www.veriditas.org
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GOSPEL, CULTURE AND DISCIPLESHIP
Led by:Bishop Graham Cray

Date: Tuesday 22 September 2020

Could it be that the world is better at making disciples than much 
of the Church? What forces shape our lives in Britain today? How 
do consumerism, digital media, individualism etc shape us? What 
is happening to community? Where is God in it all? This study day 
will explore what Christian discipleship might look like, if it is ever 
to outclass the attractions of every day secular life.

Graham Cray is an Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of York.  Before 
retirement he was the Archbishops’ Missioner leading the Fresh 
Expressions Team, previously Bishop of Maidstone, Principal of 
Ridley Hall Theological College and Vicar of St Michael le Belfrey 
church in York.

Arrival 9:30 for 9.45am start

Depart 4:30pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments
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AUTUMN RENEWAL DAY
Led by:Rev Richard Carew

Date: Thursday 1 October 2020

Renewal Days are opportunities for people to 
come to Wydale and spend a day worshiping, 
receiving quality Bible teaching, praying and 
being prayed for.

Richard Carew is the Vicar of St Edward’s, 
Dringhouses, in York. 

Arrival 10:30am

Depart 3:30pm

The days are free of charge and refreshments 
including a packed lunch are provided - donations 
are welcome but not required.
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ART & SPIRITUALITY: 
3 - THE CLOSENESS OF 

GOD
Led by:Rev Jen Croft and Debbie Bristow

Date: Tuesday 6 October 2020

These days of “Art and Spirituality” are open 
to beginners and improvers alike, and we will 
send out some suggestions of what you could 
bring.  Jen will also have some paint sets for 
sale, but you can try the type of paint during 

the day to see if it suits you.

Sieger Köder’s painting of the Closeness of 
God brings to life the Scripture of Matthew 

14:22-33.  Following mindful reflections 
we use a mixed media of the types of paint, 

pencil and charcoal for our illustrations.

Jen is a priest, a psychologist and an artist 
(exhibited, published & sold pieces).  Jen 

regularly teaches art and can enable 
complete beginners and improvers alike.  

Debbie is a counsellor (BACP), a spiritual 
director and has a creative approach to life 

through art, crafts and spirituality.

Arrival 9:45am 
Depart 4:30pm

Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments 
throughout the day.

A HERITAGE OF PRAYER: 
THE HEBRIDEAN 
REVIVAL 
Led by:Rev Canon Roger Simpson

Date: Thursday 15 October 2020

“I saw a sight I never thought was possible. 
Something I shall never forget. Under the 
starlit sky, men and women were kneeling 
everywhere, by the roadside, outside the 
cottages, even behind the peat stacks, crying 
for God to have mercy upon them!”

Stories from the Hebridean Revival, which 
began in the north of the wild and windswept 
Isle of Lewis in 1949, are both strange and 
wonderful. What can we take from them; 
what can God teach us about the way that he 
works? Come for dinner and stay to hear tales 
of God’s glory in what might seem an unlikely 
place!

Roger Simpson is the Archbishop’s Evangelist 
for the Northern Province and former vicar of 
St Michael le Belfrey, York. 

Arrival 6pm for dinner at 6:30pm
Depart 9:30pm

Cost: £20 to include dinner & refreshments; 
£5 if only attending the talk.
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AUTUMN RETREAT: BETHANY - A 
PLACE OF REST
Led by:Joan Sargent

Date: Monday 19 - Thursday 22 October 2020

Bethany, the Gospel of John tells us, is less than 2 miles from Jerusalem; 
very close to where there are scenes of such drama described relating to 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Yet Bethany is not a setting for dramatic 
events, rather it is a place of nourishment, of affirmation, of family life, 
and significantly of rest. This autumn retreat will provide opportunities 
to consider the place of ‘Bethany’ in our own lives and to focus on the 
preciousness of rest. 

Arrivals 3pm Monday 19th October 
Depart 2pm Thursday 22nd October
Cost: £290

GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF FAITH
Led by:Bishop Paul Ferguson

Date: Tuesday 27 October 2020

The texts of Anglican worship are like a mine full of riches, with words 
that can deepen faith and understanding for those exploring faith for the 
first time as well as lifelong church people.  An interactive day with Paul 
Ferguson, Bishop of Whitby and author of Great is the mystery of faith, in 
which we can exchange ideas and think further about liturgy as a tool for 
evangelism and for growing in relationship with God.  The programme 
will include a celebration of the Eucharist.

Arrival 9:45am
Depart 4pm
Cost: £25 to include lunch and all refreshments



48 49

We begin each day with prayer as this is a prayer activity teaching 
us to contemplate at a deep level.

The course is led by the Revd Canon Ian Holdsworth, who before he 
was ordained trained at Sheffield Polytechnic faculty of Art. Since 
then he has studied Iconography in Serbia, Russia, Italy and many 
schools in the country.

All equipment, materials and expert tuition are included in the 
price.

Arrival 11am Monday 2 November 
Depart 2pm Friday 6 November 

Cost: £400 fully inclusive

ICONOGRAPHY RETREAT
Led by:Rev Canon Ian Holdsworth 
Date: Monday 2 - Friday 6 November 2020

In recent times Icons have become more widely used and venerated 
in the western Church. They have a depth and power which draws 
one into a deeper prayer life. Icons for all their newness in the west 
are part of the ancient common heritage of our Church. They have 
always been seen as a means of communication of the Gospel.

It would seem to many that the creation of an icon is a daunting 
task,especially for those who have no formal artistic training. To 
give way to those thoughts is to misunderstand our aims. At the 
end of Ian’s courses even those who have not painted since leaving 
school have been able to produce an Icon which is more than 
acceptable and has surprised them by what they have achieved. No 
previous experience is needed except that of having a go. Guidance 
will be given at all stages so that you may be assured that you will 
produce a satisfactory Icon by the conclusion of the course. There 
is no expectation of previous skills and therefore those who are 
complete beginners will be able to conclude this task in a manner 
that is pleasing.

We will be using the Russian float method to produce our Icons, 
which is particularly suitable for those who have never painted 
an Icon or used these traditional pigments.  The Icon of Christ 
Pancreator that we will be using as our exemplar is to be found in 
the Monastery of St Catherine in Sinai - the original is from the 
6th century.  We will be following the same practices in the ancient 
Novogrod School of Iconographers using the traditional materials 
of 22ct Gold, Earth and Metal pigments on a Linden wood panel 
covered with marble gesso, prepared by the traditional methods 
under the supervision of the Serbian Orthodox Church in the 
Balkans.
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“WAITING...”
Led by:Rev Lynn & John Grove

Date: Monday 23 - Wednesday 25 November 2020

In this pre-Advent retreat, we explore some of the stories of waiting 
in the Advent narrative, using art, poetry, reflection and prayer. It 
will be a quiet time, but not silent.

Lynn is an experienced spiritual accompanist and retreat giver, a 
retired Anglican parish priest with a previous career in medicine. 
John has worked for various charities (in prisons, mental health 
and social care etc.) in a voluntary capacity for many years after a 
career in banking. He is a former member of the Diocesan Training 
Team, with a particular interest in lay leadership. He says he is now 
‘a gardener’, but is also chair of trustees of ‘Bungoma Calling’, a 
charity which helps to provide education for young people from an 
orphanage in Kenya, and training for clergy and church lay leaders. 
He has led several retreats and quiet days.

Arrival: 11am Monday 23 November
Depart: 2pm Wednesday 25 November

Cost: £161.50 fully inclusive

CHRISTMAS MEALS
Dates available between 1 and 18 December 
1.00pm or 7.30pm

Would you like to come to Wydale for a Christmas meal?  For several 
years Wydale has provided a comfortable and different venue for 
groups of 2-100 to come and enjoy a festive meal together either at 
lunchtime or in the evening.  A menu will be published in the early 
autumn and we are happy to take bookings on most dates between 
1 and 18 December 2020 - do contact us to check availability.

Cost: £18 per person (3 courses plus coffee and mince pies)
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A GROOVY KIND OF CHRISTMAS!
Date: Saturday 5 - Sunday 6 December 2020

Cast your mind back to a loud, proud, colourful time, where Christmas 
could be celebrated with flares, platforms and kipper ties! This year’s 
December extravaganza is an invitation to come for a 1970s-themed 
houseparty, complete with the best tastes of the decade. 

Come for afternoon tea, have time to slip into some cool threads before 
enjoying a groovy Christmas feast and staying over for a wizard breakfast 
before forcing yourself back to the 21st Century.

Be there or be square! 

Arrival: 4pm Saturday 5 December
Depart: 11am Sunday 6 December

Cost: £80

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS 
AND SANTA CLAUS
Date: Saturday 12 December 2020

Having made an appearance for the last few years, Father Christmas/
Santa Claus has agreed to commit to making his visit to Wydale an 
annual occurrence. Do come along (no need to book) and enjoy some 
pre-Christmas festivity, with crafts, cake and, if you would like to, a visit 
to see Santa in his grotto. Children must be accompanied by adults. 

Arrivals from 2pm
Depart by 5pm

There is no charge for this event; donations are welcome but not required. 
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CHRISTMAS AT WYDALE
Date: Thursday 24 December -
Sunday 27 December

We would love to have you come over and spend 
Christmas with us at Wydale!  Over the last few 
years the community has enjoyed opening Wydale 
at Christmas and celebrating this wonderful time 
of year with guests who have come as individuals 
or with friends or family.  With all the traditional 
trimmings, the Hall will look splendid, feel cosy 
and be filled with joy of Emmanuel, God with us, 
as we celebrate together in a family atmosphere.

Arrival: Thursday 24 December 12noon 
Depart: Sunday 27 December 10am

Cost:  £235 per person fully inclusive of bed, food 
and festive treats
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ABOUT THE COMMUNITY
The Wydale community is an expanding family. Mark Rance, the general manager, 
and his wife Diana live on site, as does Helen Lawrence (assistant manager). Day 
to day, and assisted by other staff members and regular volunteers they keep 
the hall running. As well as being the general manager of Wydale, Mark is a 
qualified mediator and experienced church administrator and is happy to offer 
his skills and experience to any who would find that useful. Helen Lawrence is 
an accredited Myers Briggs Type Indicator practitioner and qualified personal 
development coach and will also happily offer those skills as and when required.  
They both participate in regular Diocesan activities: Mark as a Curacy Companion 
and Helen as an Assistant Diocesan Director of Ordinands.

We are delighted to see the Wydale community growing in different ways. We 
have a number of people who are committed to praying with us and working with 
us to make Wydale what it is. There are some who give regular time each week, 
some who come each month and others who come as and when it works for them 
- all of whom are precious. We are continually learning what it means to be a 
community in this context and seeing how Jesus works through the relationships 
that are built here. If you’d like to be involved, do talk to us about what this might 
look like for you. 

The Wydale Oversight and Support Group is a sub-committee of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, chaired by Bishop Graham Cray. This group provides vision 
and direction – as well as prayer and pastoral support – for Wydale. 

SUPPORTING  WYDALE
After many years of support and service, the Friends of Wydale as an independent 
organisation was closed in 2019. However their twin function of prayer and 
financial support lives on! We are delighted to welcome any who would like to 
support us in prayer or with regular financial donations, do get in touch if you 
would like to do this.

DESIGN AND PHOTOGRAPHY
Our programme is created by Thom Holmes, a photographer and graphic 
designer based in York. He works for The Belfrey church in York. All the photos 
in this programme (apart from pages 14, 49 and 54) were taken by him. You can 
see more of his work or get in touch at thomholmes.co. We love Thom for his part 
in our community and would highly recommend him for your creative needs!

THE FACILITIES
In addition to the programme of events put on by Wydale, the Hall and the 
Emmaus Centre are available for private bookings, either for group events or 
individual stays. 

Whether you are looking to relax and get away from it all, organise a meeting, 
away day or residential, Wydale Hall is an inspirational and peaceful place to 
visit. 

Wydale Hall is an 18th Century country house set in 14 acres of woodlands and 
gardens on the edge of the North York Moors National Park. The Hall is close 
to the Yorkshire Coast with many picturesque towns and villages nearby; and 
the historic city of York is under an hour’s drive away. We can accommodate up 
to 60 guests in the Hall in 29 en-suite bedrooms, including one on the ground 
floor which has been adapted for wheelchair users. There are two large meeting 
spaces - the Large Chapel and the Conference Room - a dining room where up to 
70 people can be seated and as well as the relaxing spaces of the Library and Hall. 
The upstairs conference room and other spaces can be used for smaller meetings. 

The Emmaus Centre provides self-catering accommodation for up to 50 people. 
The bedrooms here are dormitory style, with rooms of 4-17 beds – the largest of 
which is partitioned. Four rooms are adapted for those with physical disabilities, 
two of which have en-suite wet rooms. A fully-equipped kitchen and dining area 
makes self-catering straightforward for groups, and a spacious meeting room 
provides a good location for games and group activities, with a large TV and 
DVD player.
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The Hideaway is a private retreat room situated on the first floor of the Emmaus 
Centre building, though with its own access. Accommodating one person or a 
couple, the Hideaway has a kitchenette for simple self-catering, lounge area, 
en-suite bathroom and table suitable for study or eating.

Both the Hall and Emmaus Centre have free wi-fi throughout. A hard-surface 
sports pitch, children’s play area and football pitch are all available, as is a table 
tennis table in a dedicated space. 

The grounds boast several lawns and flowerbeds, the walled garden with its 
prayer labyrinth and summerhouse, and a number of benches from which you 
can sit and enjoy the peace and the views and our woodland hideaway, ‘The 
Bothy’. A pitch and putt course is permanently laid out at the front of the Hall 
and a croquet set is available on request.

TATE WOODEN
New in 2019 is our creative arts space: Tate Wooden. This is situated in a large 
potting shed, tucked away in the corner of the grounds, and is available for any of 
our guests who would like to spend time painting, drawing, colouring, reading, 
writing, embroidering...the possibilities are nearly endless! Basic equipment/
supplies are available (we ask for a donation so we can keep stocks replenished). WALKING NEAR WYDALE

There are a number of great walks within reach of Wydale which many of our 
guests enjoy. We advise strong shoes at most times of the year as many of the 
paths can tend to become rather muddy! We are delighted to recommend our 
neighbour Dave Whitecross as a local guide – should you decide you would like to 
have a good walk and leave the planning to someone else! Dave is an experienced 
guide and qualified leader who is happy to lead anything from a gentle stroll 
taking in a tea-room on the way to a more serious hike; and he can be contacted 
directly on walkingdavewhitecross@gmail.com or 01723 859386 – tell him we 
sent you!

FEELING ADVENTUROUS?
Our neighbour AJ Griffin provides outdoor adventure activities for groups of 
adults and young people (minimum ages apply on some activities) - if you fancy a 
spot of tree-climbing & zip-wiring, archery or air rifle shooting, do check out his 
company website: http://www.outdoorventure.co.uk then get in touch (contact 
details on the site) and tell him we sent you!
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FACILITIES AT A GLANCE

Wydale Hall
----------
• 29 en-suite rooms
• Meeting rooms
• Conference facilities
• Free wifi
• Full-board, half-board, B&B, meals & 

refreshments
• Fully licensed bar
• Gift stall & tuck shop
• Keyboard & piano
• ‘The Hideaway’ private retreat studio flat
• Board games and jigsaws

Emmaus Centre
----------
• Fully equipped kitchen
• Large dining area
• Recreation room
• Free wifi
• Colour TV & DVD Player
• Hard-Surface Sports Pitch
• Grass football pitch
• Sleeping accommodation for up to 50

Outside
----------
• 14 acres of gardens and woodland
• Woodland chapel
• ‘The Bothy’ woodland hideaway
• Prayer labyrinth
• Children’s play area
• New in 2019: ‘Tate Wooden’ – an outside art room

PRICE LIST 2020

Wydale Hall
----------
Full board (24 hours)       £75.00
Full day (coffee, lunch, afternoon tea)    £29.00
Half day (coffee & lunch, or lunch & afternoon tea)  £23.00
Dinner only       £15.00
Lunch only       £11.50
Weekend (Friday evening – Sunday afternoon)   £154.50
Bed & Breakfast (per night)     £41.00
Dinner, Bed & Breakfast (per night)    £56.00
The Hideaway: £40/night for 1 person, £45/night for 2 people

Discounts for under 16s are available. Children under 2 are free, children aged 
2-11 are charged 40% of the adult price; young people aged 12-15 are charged 
60% of the adult price.

Emmaus Centre
----------
24 hours       £17.50
Full weekend       £34.00
7 days        £93.00

NB: Unless otherwise stated, all our prices are per person, including VAT, and 
have been revised from 2019. These prices are for our standard offerings; if you 
would like a bespoke package to better meet your or your group’s needs just 
contact us.  



Wydale Hall
Wydale Lane

Brompton by Sawdon
Scarborough,  N Yorks

YO13 9DG

01723 859270
admin@wydale.org
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